DOCTORAL SUBJECT SUB-UNIT
	Subject name
	Field of study (branch) code
	Faculty
	Department

	Archaeology of the Prehistoric Old World: Data, Theory, and Methodology  



	History and Archaeology 
H 005
	Faculty of History
	Department of
Archaeology

	

	Mode of study
	Number of credits ECTS
	Mode of study
	Number of credits ECTS

	lectures
	
	consultations
	2

	individual
	3
	seminars
	2,5


                                                                                                                                  Total  7,5                                                      
	Subject annotation

	The subject provides an introduction to the archaeological material of the prehistoric period of the ancient world (from the Stone Age up to and including the (Early) Iron Age). It explores the history, theory, and methodology of research on this subject, the main scientific problems, the natural conditions, and the evolution of the environment. The Stone Age Palaeolithic is analyzed in terms of the initial settlement of the territory in the Early and Middle Palaeolithic and the culture of the earliest archanthropes (Homo habilis, Homo erectus, Homo archaicus, Homo neanderthalensis, Homo denisovensis); the transitional issues and the arrival and spread of modern human (Homo sapiens) in the Old World and the rapid cultural differentiation in the Late Palaeolithic; the emergence of beliefs and rituals and the prosperity of art (cave paintings and carvings, sculptures, movable art); the rise, development, and decline of the mammoth hunting era; the (re) colonization of the Northern fringes of the region at the end of the Ice Age.
In the Mesolithic, the subject analyzes the emergence spread and flourishing of microlithic production techniques in different regions, the diversity and change of subsistence patterns, the uniformity-diversity of the subsistence base, and the rituals of burial and sacrifice, and the emergence of cult structures.
Variety of theoretical models of neolithisation and empirical justification. The Neolithic period is analyzed in terms of the emergence and spread of the productive economy, the development and dispersal of domesticated species in the region, the genesis of the tradition of pottery production, the directions of spread and the diversity of forms, the spread and change of the wave of neolithisation from Southern to Northern Europe, and the emergence of the first towns. The exploitation of useful raw materials and the dispersion of production in the region are detailed. A comparison and detailed analysis of the lifestyles of nomadic pastoralists and sedentary farming communities.
The theories of the formation of the Indo-European ancestral homeland and the dispersal of the population (M. Gimbutienė, C. Renfrew, J. Mallory, D. Anthony, etc.) and the archaeological and other scientific data supporting them are analyzed. Archaeology of military conflicts: weapons, fortified settlements, and victims; contextual analysis of different case studies. Migration and assimilation of populations based on modern and palaeoindividual genetic studies.
The Brass/Bronze and (Early) Iron Age period: the emergence and development of the first metalwork, the rise of metallurgical centers, the intensification of trade, the formation of the first states, and the civilizations of Crete, Mycenae, Mycenae, the Etruscans, the Celts, and others. The focus is on the amber trade route and the archaeological material of the surrounding areas, the change, and diversity of burial forms, the social organization of societies, and the religious worldview.
The most important civilizational inventions of humankind in the prehistoric period and their impact on the development of society are detailed.
The potential of GIS, archaeological and chemical-physical methods, and the analysis of the data obtained for understanding prehistory are assessed.
In the preparation of individual research essays, doctoral students, together with their advisors, address the research problem formulated by using not only archaeological data but also data from other sciences.
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