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Annotation of the course content

The course aims at introducing one of the most influential trends in contemporary linguistics
providing adequate knowledge and developing skills to do research on the basis of the
methodological framework of the trend.

Topics covered

Prerequisites of cognitive linguistics; philosophy of its foundation: objectivist and subjectivist
approach to meaning. The key commitments: generalisation and cognition. Experientialist
approach to meaning. Semiotic language principles and the centrality of meaning.

The understanding of meaning in pre-cognitive linguistic theories. Cognitive approach to
meaning, meaning as conceptualisation. The theory of embodiment. Encyclopaedic nature of
meaning.

Categorisation. Traditional and cognitive approach to categorisation. The category structure and
levels of categorisation: the horizontal and vertical parameters. The prototype theory. Two ways
of identifying prototypes (according to Eleanor Rosch). Prototypes in languages. The role pf
gestalt.

Categorisation and family resemblance principle. Meaning, context, situation. The role of
culture and cultural models; stereotypes. Folk and expert categories.

Frame semantics and its role in cognitive linguistics. Polysemy and homonymy in traditional
and cognitive linguistic schools. Polysemy and the principle of family resemblance in
identifying senses of a polysemous word. Radial categories; case studies. Vagueness and
ambiguity. Cross-linguistic features of polysemy.

Figurative language and the key principles of meaning making. Metonymy: traditional and
cognitive approach. The notion of experiential domain. Metonymy: referential function,
highlighting and hiding. Metonymy in discourse.

Metaphor: traditional and cognitive approach. Conceptual (later — Cognitive) Metaphor Theory.
Source and target domains, metaphor and metaphorical expression, mappings, hiding and
highlighting, invariance hypothesis.




Metaphor and specialised discourse: legal, political, medical, etc. Extended metaphor.
Instrumentality of metaphor in scientific theories and language, metaphor and terminology.
Evaluative aspects of metaphor. Metaphor and humour, metaphor and irony. The theory of the
gradability of metaphor.

Methods of metaphor research: experimental and corpus-based methods, MIP and MIPVU, the
notion of a metaphorical pattern.

Universality of metaphor; culture-specificity of metaphor. Metaphor in phraseology. Cross-
linguistic aspects of metaphor, metaphor in translation.

Relation between metaphor and metonymy. Continuum. Metaphtonymy. Non-verbal expression
of metaphor (visual, aural, etc.); multi-modal metaphor. Mental space theory and cognitive
metaphor.

Space conceptualisation and linguistic expression. Figure, Ground, their types and interaction.
Topological, geometric, functional relations. The phenomena of freeze-frame and fictive motion
in language (according to Leonard Talmy). The theory of the distribution of attention (according
to Leonard Talmy). Space and time. The role of metaphor in expressing space and time. The
Moving Ego and Moving Time. Cultural aspects of space conceptualisation. Case studies. The
Theory of Viewpoint.

Linguistic determinism and Sapir-Whorf’s hypothesis. Traditional and cognitive approach to
the relation between language (meaning) and reasoning. Space, time, conceptual foundations of
countability (distinction between countable and uncountable nouns), the category of
grammatical gender in a cross-linguistic perspective. Case studies. Writing systems and their
impact on human reasoning.

The assessment is cumulative and is based on two practical tasks (10 and 15 per cent,
respectively) and examination (75 per cent).
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during the last five years

Doctor of the | 2022—Seskauskien¢, Inesa (ed.). Metaphor in
Humanities Legal Discourse. Newcastle upon Tyne:
Cambridge Scholars Publishing. 244 p.

Inesa Seskauskiené 2022—Seskauskien¢, Inesa. Metaphor in legal
translation: Space as a source domain in
English and Lithuanian. In: Inesa
Seskauskien¢ (ed.) Metaphor in Legal
Discourse, pp. 114-145. Newcastle upon
Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing.

2021—Seskauskiené, Inesa. On the semantic
motivation of some verbal prefixes in
Lithuanian. In: Diego Ardoino and Adriano
Cerri (eds). Intersezioni baltistiche. Studi e
saggi. (Baltica Pisana Series), pp. 55-83.
Novi Ligure: Joker.

2021—Zilinskaité-Sinkiiniené, Eglé, Inesa
Seskauskiené. When the search domain is
back region in Baltic: The Latvian aiz as
compared to the Lithuanian uz. In: Peter
Arkadiev, Jurgis Pakerys, Inesa
Seskauskiene, Vaiva Zeimantien¢ (eds.),
Studies in Baltic and other Languages. A
Festschrift for Axel Holvoet on the occasion
of his 65th birthday (Vilnius University
Open Series Vol. 16), pp. 433-466.. Vilnius:
Vilnius University Press.
https://doi.org/10.15388/ SBOL.2021.24

2020—Seskauskiené, Inesa. Carrying across or
pulling down? Understanding translation
through its metaphors: a cross-linguistic
perspective. Respectus Philologicus 38 (43):

25-39. DOl: http://
dx.doi.org/10.15388/RESPECTUS.2020.38.
43.55

2020—Seskauskiené, Inesa. Emotion or reason?
Heart as a container in English and
Lithuanian, Kalbotyra 73: 132-149. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.15388/ Kalbotyra.2020.7
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2020—Seskauskiené, Inesa, Rita Juknevi¢iené.
Prepositions in L2 written English, or
why on poses more difficulties
than in. Nordic Journal of English Studies 19
(1): 65-96. DOI: https://doi.org/
10.35360/njes.540. https://njes-
journal.com/ articles/abstract/540/

2019—Urbonaité, Justina, Inesa Seskauskieng,
Jurga Cibulskiené. Linguistic metaphor
identification in Lithuanian. In: Susan
Nacey, Aletta Gesina Dorst, Tina
Krennmayr, W. Gudrun Reijnierse (eds.).
Metaphor Identification in  Multiple
Languages. MIPVU around the world.
Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 159-181.

2019—Masiulionyté, Virginija, Biruté Ryvityte,
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Informalization and Hybridization as a
Consequence of Contact Processes. In the
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Awareness in Europe, vol. 10: 151-180.
Frankfurt: Peter Lang.
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International Journal of Legal Discourse
3.2: 1-23.
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Masiulionyté (eds) Fremde und eigene
Sprachen. Linguistische
Perspektiven. Foreign and Own Languages.
Linguistic ~ Perspectives,  pp. 425-441.
Frankfurt: Peter Lang.
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