DOCTORAL STUDIES COURSE UNIT DESCRIPTION

Name of subject Field of science, Faculty / Center Institute /
code Department

Forensic Psychology: S 006 Faculty of Institute of

Achievements, Problems and Philosophy Psychology

Prospects

Student’s workload Credits Student’s workload | Credits

Lectures Consultations

Independent study 7 Seminars

Course annotation

The interconnection and differences between psychology and law, psychology in law application
practice. The development and main branches of forensic psychology. The research methods of
forensic psychology and problems of their application.

Participation of psychologists in the crime investigation activities. Interrogation of witnesses, suspects
and victims of crime, the exactness and reliability of their testimonies. The features and problems of
children interrogation. The possibilities and problems of lies detection while disclosing crime
evidence. The main psychological issues in the crime investigation and its possible solutions.

The purpose, features, types and functions of forensic psychological expertise. The obligations, rights
and qualification requirements of the court expert psychologists. The psychological expertise in a
court: the current status, problems and possible solutions.

The role of psychologist in civil litigation. The child custody evaluation in divorce proceedings. The
psychological assessment of the abuse and neglect applied to children. The assessment of mental
injury experienced by an individual. The assessment of different individual abilities (to perform
certain type of work, to make decisions, etc.) in case of civil dispute. The main psychological issues in
the civil litigation and its possible solutions.

Psychologist as the participant of criminal proceedings. The psychological evaluation of person’s
competence to stand trial and his / her criminal responsibility. Mental disorders, extreme emotional
disturbance and the problems of person’s criminal responsibility. The problems of violence risk
assessment and management. Court as the arena of social and psychological impact. The main
psychological issues in the criminal trial and its possible solutions.

The problem of justice in law and psychology. Procedural, distributive and restorative justice
concepts and theoretical models. The factors and effects of perceived procedural justice. The
relationships between procedural justice and trust in legal officers and legal institutions. Procedural
justice in justice system: the current status, problems and possible solutions.

Offenders’ and law enforcement officers’ decision making. Creativity and crime: how criminals use
creativity to succeed. Heuristics in law application practice. Behavioural economics and the law.
Psychological requirements for law enforcement officers. The types of psychological services
provided for law enforcement officers: assessment and selection, consulting, training, scientific
research, etc. The current status, main problems and its possible solutions in providing psychological
services for law enforcement officers.

The concept, origins and areas of application of therapeutic jurisprudence. The legal system and the
person’s psychological well-being. The problems and perspectives of therapeutic jurisprudence.

The principles and norms of the professional ethics of forensic psychologists. The most frequently
encountered dilemmas of professional ethics of the forensic psychologists and its possible solutions.
Prerequisites: The Master’s degree in psychology.
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