COURSE UNIT (MODULE) DESCRIPTION

Course unit (module) title Code
Cultural Studies
Lecturer(s) Department(s) where the course unit (module) is delivered
Coordinator: Prof. dr. Almantas Samalavicius Faculty of Philology
5 Universiteto St., LT-01513 Vilnius
Other(s): Tel. +370 5 268 7207
E-mail fif@flf.vu.lt
Study cycle Type of the course unit (module)
2nd Compulsory
Mode of delivery Period when the course unit Language(s) of instruction
(module) is delivered
face-to-face Autumn semester English

Requirements for students

Prerequisites: Additional requirements (if any):

Literary Theory, West-European Literary History Proficient English

Course (module) volume in | Total student’s workload Contact hours Self-study hours
credits

5 140 40 100

Purpose of the course unit (module): programme competences to be developed

To develop the understanding of the purposes, scope and methods of cultural studies; to be able to distinguish cultural
studies approach from other academic (more conventional) fields of culture research; to be able to apply theoretical
knowledge to practical analysis of cultural issues. Ability to interpret cultural ,texts“ critically is communicated while
studying the subject matter.

This course makes a distinction between cultural studies and other areas (like cultural history, cultural anthropology or
cultural sociology) and examines the wide set of methods and approaches borrowed from other disciplines as well as
interaction and overlapping with media studies. Ideological basis of viewing culture is being studies in relation to
contemporary forms where ideology structures certain discourses and meanings. The most essential issues in cultural studies
and ways of analysing them are introduced in the class and through reading sources

Teaching and learning

methods Assessment methods

Learning outcomes of the course unit (module)

The students are strongly
advised to read and study texts
from the Primary (Compulsory)
list and make presentations on
the required subjects/issues. In

Students will be able to apply knowledge in addition to these primary texts, _— . .
C y o . Contribution to class discussion,
academic discourse and outside it; will develop the | students are expected to compile resentation of examination
ability to integrate knowledge and handle a bibliography of critical and pa or
complexity, and formulate judgements; theoretical works which they Paper.
find necessary to resort to for
reference.

Discussion, presentation,
interpretative strategies, critical
approach

Students will be able apply their knowledge and Academic research (source



mailto:infor@cr.vu.lt

understanding, and problem solving abilities in new
or unfamiliar environments within broader (or
multidisciplinary) contexts related to their field of
study;

research, systematization of
information), analytical
methods, critical reasoning.

They will be able communicate their conclusions,
and the knowledge and rationale underpinning
these, to specialist and non-specialist audiences
clearly and unambiguously;

Analysis of the text,
interpretation, presentation,
contribution to class discussion.

They will have developed the learning skills to
allow them to continue to study in a manner that
may be largely self-directed or autonomous.

Contact hours

Self-study work: time and

assignments
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1. Cultural studies and the study of culture. Origins 6 10 doing home-reading
of cultural studies and broadening concept of culture, | 6 of compulsory
relations with other critical academic discourses. The literature relevant to
rise of cultural studies in U.K. and their evolution in issues discussed.
other cultural contexts. Giving questions and
comments.
2. Strategies and interdisciplinary methods employed 6 |10 doing home-reading
in cultural studies. Encoding and decoding. The role | 6 of compulsory
of semiotics. Textual analysis and cultural studies. literature relevant to
the issues discussed.
Giving questions and
comments.
3. Concepts and theories of mass culture and the 6 10 doing home-reading
alternative approach to popular culture offered by 6 of compulsory
cultural studies. Analysis of media, texts and literature relevant to
implied/disseminated ideology. the issues discussed.
Giving questions and
comments.
4. The concept of popular culture and popular music. 10 reading the
The analysis of the impact of advertising industry compulsory
and its textual/visual strategies. The ideology of 6 literature, giving
advertising. 6 questions and
comments on the
subject.
5. Culture and globalization from the perspective of 10 reading compulsory
cultural studied. Interaction between economic and literature, giving
cultural globalization: discussion of the variety of 6 6 questions and
critical concepts. The rise of global media and comments on the
ideology of neoliberalism. subject.
6. Seminar I. Movies, TV and Transmission of 2 2 |10 Reading the relevant
Ideology. critical material, and
making a
presentation on the
chosen topic
7. Seminar Il. Cultural Globalisation and its Local 10 Reading the relevant
Consequences. critical material, and
2 2 making a
presentation on the




chosen topic
8. Seminar Il1. Advertising and the Culture of 10 Reading the relevant
Consumption critical material, and
2 2 making a
presentation on the
chosen topic
9. Seminar V. Celebrities, Media and Popular 2 2 |10 Reading the relevant
Consciousness critical material, and
making a
presentation on the
chosen topic
10. Seminar V. The Rise of Visuality and Its Cultural 2 2 |10 Reading the relevant
Consequences. critical material, and
making a
presentation on the
chosen topic
Total 40 | 100
30 10
Assessment strategy Weigh | Deadline Assessment criteria
t,%
It is required to read all books on Throughout A student is allowed no more than 30 percent of
the Compulsory Reading List (not the term unexcused absences. Students with more than 30 percent
their summaries or plot of unexcused absences are not eligible for the exam.
descriptions available online). Evaluation is made taking into consideration correct
Assessment requirements: 70 % application of sources, their analytical discussion and
seminar attendance is compulsory. ability to draw individual conclusions
A cumulative grade Throughout A cumulative grade formula:
the course
70 % written test + 30 % performance at seminars:
seminar presentation, participation in the discussion
Examination is graded on a 10 Upon reading | Assessment criteria:
point scale and  marking
the exam | Correct application of critical sources — 30%
papers Logical and plausible development of argument — 30%
Ability to form conclusions — 20%
Language proficiency - 20%
Year Issue of a
Author of_ Title periodical Publishing place_ and house
public or volume of a or web link
ation publication
Compulsory reading
Simon During, (ed.) 2007 The Cultural Studies Reader London: Routledge
Jessica Evans and Stuart | 1994 Visual Culture: the Reader London: Sage
Hall
John Storey 2011 Cultural Studies and the Study London: Routledge
of Popular Culture
Optional reading
Raymond Williams 1983 Culture Glasgow: Fontana
Fred Inglis 1999 Cultural Studies London: Sage
Steven Best and Douglas | 2001 The Postmodern Adventure: London: Routledge
Kellner Science,  Technology and
Cultural Studies
2011 Media, Culture and Society London: Routledge
Paul Hodkinson




John Fiske

2011

Television Culture

London: Routledge




