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COURSE UNIT (MODULE) DESCRIPTION 

 

Course unit (module) title Code 

Qualitative Research Methods  

 

Academic staff Core academic unit(s) 

Coordinating: dr. Rosita Garškaitė-Antonowicz 

 

Other: dr. Liucija Vervečkienė 

Institute of International Relations and Political Science, 

Vilnius university, Vokiečių str. 10, LT-01130, Vilnius, 

tel. +370 52514130, e-mail: tspimi@tspmi.vu.lt 

 

Study cycle Type of the course unit 

First year Compulsory 

 

Mode of delivery 
Semester or period  
when it is delivered 

Language of instruction 

Face-to-face 3d semester (second year) English 

 

Requisites 

Prerequisites: - 

 

Co-requisites (if relevant): - 

 

 

Number of ECTS credits 

allocated 

Student’s workload 

(total) 
Contact hours Individual work 

10 250 48 202 

 

Purpose of the course unit 

The aim of the course is to provide insight into qualitative approaches to social research from a critical and practical 

perspective, and to develop knowledge of the qualitative research cycle from research design through data collection, 

analysis, and reporting. It provides a hands-on opportunity for students to practice understanding and conducting 

qualitative research. Students will develop and carry out their own research projects. They will also develop 

analytical, collaborative, and communication skills. 

 

Learning outcomes of the course unit Teaching and learning methods Assessment methods 

 

Students will be able to formulate a good 

research question that requires a 

qualitative design to answer it 

Problem-oriented lectures, seminars 

(text analysis, comparative 

assessment and systemic analysis of 

practical issues, case study – 

examination of published research, 

group discussions), individual studies 

(individual search of information, 

critical literature studies and the 

analysis of theoretical and practical 

problems, assignments related to 

research design). 

Active and high quality 

participation in seminar 

discussions, final exam, group 

research project 
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Students will understand the role of 

qualitative research in social science and 

will be able to describe philosophical and 

theoretical premises informing qualitative 

research work 

 

Problem-oriented lectures, seminars 

(text analysis, comparative 

assessment and systemic analysis of 

practical issues, case study – 

examination of published research, 

group discussions), individual studies 

(individual search of information, 

critical literature studies and the 

analysis of theoretical and practical 

problems, assignments related to 

research design). 

Active and high quality 

participation in seminar 

discussions, final exam, group 

research project 

Students will be able to understand what 

interpretivism is and will apply their 

interpretive skills practically within the 

framework of group research project 

Problem-oriented lectures, seminars 

(text analysis, comparative 

assessment and systemic analysis of 

practical issues, examination of 

published research, group 

discussions), individual studies 

(individual search of information, 

critical literature studies and the 

analysis of theoretical and practical 

problem) 

Active and high quality 

participation in seminar 

discussions, final exam, group 

research project 

 

Students will be able to formulate a 

qualitative research question, design, 

carry out and write down a qualitative 

study on a relevant topic  

 

Problem-oriented lectures, seminars 

(text analysis, comparative 

assessment and systemic analysis of 

practical issues, examination of 

published research, group 

discussions), individual studies 

(individual search of information, 

critical literature studies and the 

analysis of theoretical and practical 

problem) 

Group research project 

Students will understand the differences 

of most common data generating and 

analysis techniques for qualitative 

research as well as gain skills to apply 

them at an introductory level 

Problem-oriented lectures, seminars 

(text analysis, comparative 

assessment and systemic analysis of 

practical issues, examination of 

published research, group 

discussions), individual studies 

(individual search of information, 

critical literature studies and the 

analysis of theoretical and practical 

problem) 

Active and high quality 

participation in seminar 

discussions, final exam, group 

research project 

 

Students will practice communicating 

their ideas clearly, as well as actively and 

productively participate and collaborate 

in cross-cultural team activities 

 

Seminars, group work, final 

presentations 

Active and high quality 

participation in seminar 

discussions, group research 

project 

Students will be able to explain ethical 

issues involved in qualitative research, as 

well as to apply them properly 

Problem-oriented lectures, seminars 

(text analysis, comparative 

assessment and systemic analysis of 

practical issues, examination of 

published research, group 

discussions), individual studies 

(individual search of information, 

critical literature studies and the 

analysis of theoretical and practical 

problem) 

Active and high quality 

participation in seminar 

discussions, final exam, group 

research project 

Students will be able to critically assess 

qualitative research work, identify its key 

elements and demonstrate why it is a 

qualitative study 

Problem-oriented lectures, seminars 

(text analysis, comparative 

assessment and systemic analysis of 

practical issues, examination of 

published research, group 

discussions), individual studies 

Active and high quality 

participation in seminar 

discussions, final exam, group 

research project 
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(individual search of information, 

critical literature studies and the 

analysis of theoretical and practical 

problem) 

Students will be able to critically evaluate 

their own accomplishments and to 

enhance acquired knowledge and abilities 

independently. 

Problem-oriented lectures, seminars 

(text analysis, comparative 

assessment and systemic analysis of 

practical issues, examination of 

published research, group 

discussions), individual studies 

(individual search of information, 

critical literature studies and the 

analysis of theoretical and practical 

problem) 

Active and high quality 

participation in seminar 

discussions, final exam, group 

research project 
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Tasks for individual 

work 

 

1. Introduction to the course. Qualitative 

research 

 

2  2    4 8 Required readings: 1. 

Schwartz-Shea, 

Peregrine, and Dvora 

Yanow. 2012. ‘Ways 

of Knowing: 

Research Questions 

and Logics of 

Inquiry’, in 

Interpretive Research 

Design: Concepts 

and Processes. New 

York: Routledge, 24-

43.  

2. Blachnicka-

Ciacek, Dominika, 

and Irma Budginaite-

Mackine. 2022. ‘The 

Ambiguous Lives of 

“the Other Whites”: 

Class and 

Racialisation of 

Eastern European 

Migrants in the UK’. 

The Sociological 

Review 70 (6): 

1081–99. 
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Formation of 

research groups 

2. Historical and philosophical 

foundations of qualitative research 

 

2  2    4 8 Required readings: 1. 

Geertz, Clifford. 

1973. The 

Interpretation of 

Cultures: Selected 

Essays. New York: 

Basic Book, 3-32 

(Chapter 1: Thick 

Description: Toward 

an Interpretative 

Theory of Culture). 

2. Gupta, Akhil. 

1995. ‘Blurred 

Boundaries: The 

Discourse of 

Corruption, the 

Culture of Politics, 

and the Imagined 

State’. American 

Ethnologist 22 (2): 

375–402. 

Research work 

progress 

3. Designing qualitative study: essential 

elements 

 

2      2 8 „-„ 

4. Case study, fieldwork, field site 

 

2  2    4 8 Required readings: 1. 

Brubaker, Rogers. 

2002. ‘Ethnicity 

without Groups’. 

European Journal of 

Sociology 43 (2): 

163–89. 2. 

Sasunkevich, Olga. 

2020. ‘(Un)Doing 

Polishness: 

Negotiation of Ethnic 

Belonging in 

Personal Narratives 

about Karta Polaka’. 

East European 

Politics and Societies 

and Cultures 35 (3): 

661–81. 

5. Consultation on research group work 

 

2      2 10 „-„ 

6. Ethnography 

 

2  2    4 8 Required readings: 1. 

Jansen, Stef. 2015. 

Yearnings in the 

Meantime: ‘Normal 

Lives’ and the State 

in a Sarajevo 

Apartment Complex. 

Oxford: Berghahn 

Books, 59-86 

(Chapter 2: Waiting 

for a Bus: [or, 

Towards an 

Anthropology of 

Gridding]. 2. 

Jusionyte, Ieva. 
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2018. Threshold: 

Emergency 

Responders on the 

US-Mexico Border. 

Berkeley, CA: 

University of 

California Press, 1-

30 (Introduction). 

7. All things interview 2      2 8 „-„ 

8. Comparison and qualitative methods 2  2    4 8 Required readings: 1. 

Damaske, Sarah, and 

Kathleen Gerson. 

2021. The Science 

and Art of 

Interviewing. New 

York, NY: Oxford 

University Press, 

143-171 (Chapter 6: 

Analysing 

Interviews. Making 

Sense of Complex 

Material). 2. 

Lapėnaitė, Miglė. 

2021. ‘Motives for 

Women’s 

Participation in 

Military Conflicts: 

The Ukrainian Case’. 

Politologija 103 (3): 

75–108. 

9. Consultation on research work 

progress 

2      2 10 „-„ 

10. Data Analysis I: Working with texts: 

thematic, narrative, and qualitative 

content analysis 

2  2    4 8 Required readings: 1. 

Lingevicius, Justinas. 

2020. ‘Identity 

Discourse within a 

Geopolitical Crisis: 

The Case of 

Lithuania’. Politikon 

44:26–43. 2. 

Mayring, Philipp. 

2019. ‘Qualitative 

Content Analysis: 

Demarcation, 

Varieties, 

Developments’. 

Forum Qualitative 

Sozialforschung 

Forum: Qualitative 

Social Research 20 

(3). 

11. Data Analysis II: Discourse 2      2 8 „-„ 

12. Data Analysis III: Visual 2  2    4 8 Required readings: 1. 

Wodak, Ruth, and 

Michał 

Krzyżanowski. 2008. 

Qualitative 

Discourse Analysis 

in the Social 

Sciences. 

Basingstoke: 

Palgrave Macmillan, 

1-24 (Introduction: 
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Discourse studies – 

important concepts 

and terms). 4 2. 

Ekström, Hugo, 

Michał 

Krzyżanowski, and 

David Johnson. 

2023. ‘Saying 

“Criminality”, 

Meaning 

“Immigration”? 

Proxy Discourses 

and Public 

Implicatures in the 

Normalisation of the 

Politics of 

Exclusion’. Critical 

Discourse Studies, 

1–27. 

13. Qualitative methods and historical 

studies (Guest lecture) 

2      2 8 „-„ 

14. Writing a qualitative text, judging 

quality 

2  2    4 8 Required reading:  

1. Wendt, Alexander. 

1998. ‘On 

Constitution and 

Causation in 

International 

Relations’. Review 

of  

International Studies 

24 (5): 101–18. 

15. Presentations of research  2  2    4 8 „-„ 

16. Conducting and writing up of group 

research work 

       82  

Total 30  18    48 202  

 

Assessment strategy 
Weight 

% 
Deadline Assessment criteria 

 

Group research project and 

presentations 

50 End of the 

course 

Meeting the criteria of a qualitative interpretive study, 

demonstration of threoretical and methodological 

knowledge gained from the lectures and seminars, clear and 

coherent presentation of research results, balanced work 

structure, progress throughout the course, coherent 

presentation 

 

Participation in seminar 

discussions 

25 Througho

ut the 

course 

Active involvement in a seminar discussion, well-

demonstrated preparation, ability to answer questions on 

the compulsory readings as well as ability to apply the 

knowledge to wider issues  

 

Final exam 

25 Exam 

session 

Understanding of the criteria of a qualitative study, 

knowledge of the key philosophical and theoretical 

premises of qualitative interpretive work, ability to design a 

qualitative study, critically assess its shortcomings 

 

Author (-s) 
Publishing 

year 
Title 

Issue of a periodical or 

volume of a publication  
Publishing house or web 

link  

Required reading 

Schwartz-Shea, 

Peregrine, and 

Dvora Yanow 

 

2012 „Ways of Knowing: 

Research Questions 

and Logics of Inquiry“ 

(pp.24-43) 

Interpretive Research 

Design: Concepts and 

Processes 

Routledge 
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Blachnicka-

Ciacek, 

Dominika, and 

Irma 

Budginaite-

Mackine 

2022 „The Ambiguous Lives 

of “the Other Whites”: 

Class and Racialisation 

of Eastern European 

Migrants in the UK“  

The Sociological Review 70 

(6), pp. 1081–99. 

 

Geertz, Clifford 1973 Chapter 1: Thick 

Description: Toward an 

Interpretative Theory 

of Culture, The 

Interpretation of 

Cultures: Selected 

Essays (pp. 3-32) 

 Basic Book 

Gupta, Akhil 1995 ‘Blurred Boundaries: 

The Discourse of 

Corruption, the Culture 

of Politics, and the 

Imagined State’ 

American Ethnologist 22 

(2), 375–402. 

 

Brubaker, 

Rogers 

2002 Ethnicity without 

Groups 

European Journal of 

Sociology 43 (2) pp. 163–

89. 

 

Sasunkevich, 

Olga 

2020 ‘(Un)Doing Polishness: 

Negotiation of Ethnic 

Belonging in Personal 

Narratives about Karta 

Polaka’ 

East European Politics and 

Societies and Cultures 35 

(3), pp. 661–81. 

 

Jansen, Stef 2015 Chapter 2: Waiting for 

a Bus: [or, Towards an 

Anthropology of 

Gridding; Yearnings in 

the Meantime: ‘Normal 

Lives’ and the State in 

a Sarajevo Apartment 

Complex 

 Berghahn Books 

Jusionyte, Ieva 2018 Threshold: Emergency 

Responders on the US-

Mexico Border (pp.1-

30_ 

 University of California 

Press 

Damaske, 

Sarah, and 

Kathleen 

Gerson 

2021 Chapter 6: Analysing 

Interviews. Making 

Sense of Complex 

Material, The Science 

and Art of 

Interviewing, pp. 143-

171 

 Oxford University Press 

Lapėnaitė, 

Miglė 

2021 ‘Motives for Women’s 

Participation in 

Military Conflicts: The 

Ukrainian Case’ 

Politologija 103 (3), pp. 75-

108 

 

Lingevicius, 

Justinas 

2020 ‘Identity Discourse 

within a Geopolitical 

Crisis: The Case of 

Lithuania’,  

Politikon 44, pp. 26-43  

Mayring, 

Philipp 

2019 ‘Qualitative Content 

Analysis: Demarcation, 

Varieties, 

Developments’ 

Forum Qualitative 

Sozialforschung Forum: 

Qualitative Social Research 

20 (3). 

 

Wodak, Ruth, 

and Michał 

Krzyżanowski 

2008 Introduction: Discourse 

studies – important 

concepts and terms, 

Qualitative Discourse 

 Palgrave McMillan 
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Analysis in the Social 

Sciences., pp. 1-24 

Ekström, Hugo, 

Michał 

Krzyżanowski, 

and David 

Johnson 

2023 ‘Saying “Criminality”, 

Meaning 

“Immigration”? Proxy 

Discourses and Public 

Implicatures in the 

Normalisation of the 

Politics of Exclusion’, 

pp. 1-27 

Critical Discourse Studies  

Wendt, 

Alexander 

1998 ‘On Constitution and 

Causation in 

International Relations’ 

Review of International 

Studies 24 (5): 101–18. 

 

 

 

    

Recommended reading 

Andrews, 

Molly, Corinne 

Squire, and 

Maria 

Tamboukou 

 

2013 Doing Narrative 

Research 

 Sage Publications 

Dwora, Yanow, 

and Peregrine 

Schwartz-Shea. 

 

2014 Interpretation and 

Method: Empirical 

Research and the 

Interpretive Turn. 

 Routledge 

Dijk, Teun A. 

van 

2008 Discourse and Context. 

A Sociocognitive 

Approach 

 Cambridge University 

Press 

Rose, Gillian 2006 Visual Methodologies: 

An Introduction to the 

Interpretation of Visual 

Materials. 

 Sage Publications 

Guest, Greg, 

Kathleen M. 

MacQueen, and 

Emily E. 

Namey 

2012 Applied Thematic 

Analysis 

 Sage Publications 

Becker, Howard 

S 

2007 Writing for Social 

Scientists: How to Start 

and Finish Your Thesis, 

Book, or Article 

 University of Chicago 

Press 

 

 

    

NOTE: Including Open Educational Resources in the reading list is recommended 

 


