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Course unit title Research field, 

branch, code 

Faculty Department, Institute 

Ancient (Greek and Roman) 

historical writing: history and 

theory 

 

Philology, 

Linguistics, H004 

Philology Department of 

Classical Philology 

 

Study cycle 3rd (doctoral) 

 

Mode of delivery ECTS credits Type of the 

course unit 

Language of 

instruction 

Contact (lectures, workshops, 

tutorials) 

8   

Individual or in a group 

 

Annotation of the course content 

 The origins of Western historiography: the specificity of Greek historical thinking, the links 

between history, oral tradition, and genres of Greek literature, the influence of Oriental culture 

(the Assyrian "chronicles of the kings", etc). From mythical to historical time: the 

'containment' of the past and the formation of the prose narrative; the rise of the historian. 

Tradition and authorship in historiographical discourse; intertextuality and its relation to 

ancient historics. The concept of history in Greek and Roman historiography. The main 

historiosophic models (Herodotus, Thucydides, Xenophon, Polybius) and the methodology of 

historical research. The emergence of the personality as the subject of history. Historiography 

and politics: the search for identity and strategies of domination.  History as text: narrative 

strategies (choice of subject and selection of material, the 'narrator' and his audience, choice of 

stylistic models of historical interpretation), relationship with ancient literary theory (Aristotle, 

Dionysius of Halicarnassus, etc.) and historiographical polemics (Plutarch, Lucian).  

The main genres of ancient historiography (genealogies, periegesis, historical biography, 

memoirs, chronicles, local history, Greek history, universal history, political monographs, 

etc.). The canon of ancient historiography (Herodotus, Thucydides, Xenophon, Timaeus, 

Polybius, Diodorus, the historians of Alexander's campaigns (Arianus, Quintus Curtius Rufus, 

etc.), Plutarch, Gaius Julius Caesar, Gaius Suetonius Tranquillus, Gaius Salustius Crispus, 

Publius Cornelius Tacitus, Livy, etc.). The relationship of Roman historiography to the Greek 

historiographical tradition. The influence of the ancient historiographical tradition on the 

historiography of the Middle Ages, the Renaissance and the Enlightenment. 
 

Reading 

S. Hornblower, ed., 2004: Greek historiography. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

G. S. Shrimpon, 1997: History and memory in Ancient Greece. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

P. A. Brunt, 1997: Studies in Greek history and thought. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

A. Cameron, ed., 1989: History as text: the writing of Ancient history. London. 

R. Mellor, 1999: The Roman historians. Routledge. 

G. Parmeggiani, ed., 2014: Between Thucydides and Polybius. The Golden Age of Greek 

historiography. Harvard University Press. 

A. Lianeri, ed., 2011: The Western time of Ancient history: historiographical encounters with 

the Greek and Roman Past. Cambridge: University Press. 

A. Momigliano, 1972: „Time in Ancient historiography“, History and Theory 6(6): History 



and the concept of time, 1-23. 

C. W. Fornara, 1983: The nature of history in Ancient Greece and Rome. Berkeley, Los 

Angeles and  London. 

C. Kraus, ed., 1999: The limits of historiography. Genre and narrative in Ancient historical 

texts. Leiden, Boston and Cologne. 

J.S. Rusten, ed., 2009: Thucydides (Oxford readings in Classical studies). Oxford University 

Press. 

G. A. Kennedy, ed., 1989: The Cambridge history of literary criticism, vol. 1. Cambridge 

University Press. 

Ph. A. Stadter, 1965: Plutarch‘s historical methods: an analysis of the Mulierum virtutes. 

Harvard University Press 

 
 

Lecturer Degree Main works published in the research field 

during the last five years 

 Doctor of the 

Humanities 
2022-“Women identities in Plutarch”. Essays in 

honour of Horatio Vella. Malta: Midsea 

Books, 60-74. 

Nijolė Juchnevičienė  2022 – “Ričardas Mironas (1908–1979): 

sovietinio mokslininko karjeros profilis 

(archyvinių šaltinių apžvalga)”. Literatūra 

63(3), 74-89; DOI: 

https://doi.org/10.15388/Litera.2021.3.5 

  2021 – “Themistocles the Saviour: The leader 

as a trickster in Herodotus”. De 

risu.Representations and evaluations of 

laughter in Greek and Roman literature (J. 

Akujӓri, J. Blomqvist, K. Blomqvist, Eds.). 

Studia Graeca et Latina Lundensia 27, 25 – 44. 

ISBN (print) 978-91-7267-438-7; ISBN (pdf) 

978-91-7267-439-4. ISSN 1100-7931 

  2020 – “Moterų gyvenimai Plutarcho 

Gyvenimuose“. Literatūra 62 (3), 30 – 47. ISSN 

0258-0802; eISSN 1648-1143.  DOI: 

https://doi.org/10.15388/Litera.2020.3.3 

  2017 – “Classical Scholarship in Lithuania at 

the Beginning of the Soviet Era: the struggle 

for survival, in Spudasmata 171: The 

Classical Tradition in the Baltic Region. 

Perceptions and Adaptations of Greece and 

Rome (A. Jönsson and Gr. Vogt-Spira, eds.), 

Olms-Weidemann, Hildesheim-Zürich-New 

York, 2017, 545-561. ISO 9706. ISBN 978-

3-487-15583-8. ISSN 0548-9705 
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