COURSE UNIT DESCRIPTION

Course unit title Research field, Faculty Department,
branch, code Institute
Philology, Philology Department of

Critical Motherhood Theory Linguistics, HO04 French

Study cycle | 3 (doctoral)

Mode of delivery ECTS credits Type of the Language of

course unit instruction

Contact (lectures, workshops, 8 Optional Lithuanian and/or

tutorials) English, French

Individual or in a group

Annotation of the course content

The Module aims to introduce students to the critical motherhood studies approach and its uses
in a wide range of humanities and/or social sciences as well as interdisciplinary research. The
Module is structured around the core notions and concepts of critical motherhood studies:

1.
2.

10.

Adrienne Rich — the pioneer of contemporary motherhood studies. Motherhod under
patriarchy, decolonising motherhood. Motherhood as institution and motherhood as
experience. Distinction between motherhood and femininity. Empowered motherhoood.
Mothering as culturally gendered practices: motherhood vs mothering; Sara Ruddick‘s
maternal thinking; and Lisa Baraitser‘s ethics of interruption.

Rethinking motherhood beyond/outsuide of heterosexuality: motherhood and non-
normative gender aspects; Judith Butler sex vs gender; applying queer theory in
motherhood studies. Shelley M. Park and a response to the concept of monomaternalism.
Maternal esthetics: Marienne Hirsh‘s mother/daughter plot; Elizabeth Podnieks® and
Andrea O‘Reilley‘s matrifocal narrative, variotions of the Virgin Mary, Frankeinstein,
Medea and other motherhood myths.

Theorising mothers and maternal body as political. The impact of state politics to
mothers and their bodies: Michel Foulcault‘s biopolitics. Mothers with dissabilities
(Eglé Sumskiené, Violeta Gevorgianien¢, Ciara Bradley).

Motherhood and economics. Motherhood and work (Catherine Bryan, Patrice M.
Buzzanell).

Neoliberalisation and comercialisation of motherhood at the end of the 20th — beginning
of the 21st century. Susan Hays* intensive mothering and Susan Douglas ir Meredith W.
Michaels‘ the mommy myth.

Intersection of motherhood, race, and class. The impact of race and class on motherhood
narratives and practices, Patricia Hill Collins‘ motherwork; transnational motherhood
(Gabrielle Oliveira), indigenous mothering as resistance (Helena Ragone, France
Winndance Twine).

The problem of maternal instinct and mother love. The dark side of motherhood.
Maternal ambivalence. Elisabeth Badinters demythologization of motherhood
Rozsika Parker maternal ambivalence, Orna Donath‘s maternal regret
(#regrettingmotherhood) and cultural implications of the #regrettingmotherhood



http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&field-author=Rozsika%20Parker&search-alias=books-uk

narrative (Valerie Heffernan, Katherine Stone). Jack Halberstam queer art of failure as
authentic exitential experience: Jenny Bjorklund and narratives of failed mothers.

11. Motherhood and violence. Obstetric violence, intimate violence and violent motherhood:
the concept of monstrous mothers.

12. Non-motherhood. Non-/motherhood by choice vs involuntary non-motherhood (due to
personal, biological and economic factors). Diana Tietjen Meyers and the narratives of
choice, Lauren Jaden Martin and social and biological fertility.
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