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Philology Department of 
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Mode of delivery ECTS credits Type of the 

course unit 

Language of 
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Contact (lectures, workshops, 

tutorials) 

8 Optional Lithuanian and/or 

English, French 

Individual or in a group 

 

Annotation of the course content 

The Module aims to introduce students to the critical motherhood studies approach and its uses 

in a wide range of humanities and/or social sciences as well as interdisciplinary research. The 

Module is structured around the core notions and concepts of critical motherhood studies: 

1.  

2. Adrienne Rich – the pioneer of contemporary motherhood studies. Motherhod under 

patriarchy, decolonising motherhood. Motherhood as institution and motherhood as 

experience. Distinction between motherhood and femininity. Empowered motherhoood. 

3. Mothering as culturally gendered practices: motherhood vs mothering; Sara Ruddick‘s 

maternal thinking; and Lisa Baraitser‘s ethics of interruption. 

4. Rethinking motherhood beyond/outsuide of heterosexuality: motherhood and non-

normative gender aspects; Judith Butler sex vs gender; applying queer theory in 

motherhood studies. Shelley M. Park and a response to the concept of monomaternalism.  

5. Maternal esthetics: Marienne Hirsh‘s mother/daughter plot; Elizabeth Podnieks‘ and 

Andrea O‘Reilley‘s matrifocal narrative, variotions of the Virgin Mary, Frankeinstein, 

Medea and other motherhood myths. 

6. Theorising mothers and maternal body as political. The impact of state politics to 

mothers and their bodies: Michel Foulcault‘s biopolitics. Mothers with dissabilities 

(Eglė Šumskienė, Violeta Gevorgianienė, Ciara Bradley).  

7. Motherhood and economics. Motherhood and work (Catherine Bryan, Patrice M. 

Buzzanell). 

8. Neoliberalisation and comercialisation of motherhood at the end of the 20th – beginning 

of the 21st century. Susan Hays‘ intensive mothering and Susan Douglas ir Meredith W. 

Michaels‘ the mommy myth.  

9. Intersection of motherhood, race, and class. The impact of race and class on motherhood 

narratives and practices, Patricia Hill Collins‘ motherwork; transnational motherhood 

(Gabrielle Oliveira), indigenous mothering as resistance (Helena Ragone, France 

Winndance Twine).  

10. The problem of maternal instinct and mother love. The dark side of motherhood. 

Maternal ambivalence. Élisabeth Badinter‘s demythologization of motherhood  ; 

Rozsika Parker maternal ambivalence, Orna Donath‘s maternal regret 

(#regrettingmotherhood) and cultural implications of the #regrettingmotherhood 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&field-author=Rozsika%20Parker&search-alias=books-uk


narrative (Valerie Heffernan, Katherine Stone). Jack Halberstam queer art of failure as 

authentic exitential experience: Jenny Björklund and narratives of failed mothers.  

11. Motherhood and violence. Obstetric violence, intimate violence and violent motherhood: 

the concept of monstrous mothers. 

12. Non-motherhood. Non-/motherhood by choice vs involuntary non-motherhood (due to 

personal, biological and economic factors). Diana Tietjen Meyers and the narratives of 

choice, Lauren Jaden Martin and social and biological fertility. 
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Lecturer Degree Main works in the research field published 

during the last five years 

 Doctor of the 

Humanities 

Kačkutė, Eglė. “Orality/Aurality and Voice of 

the Voiceless Mother in Abla Fahroud’s 

Happiness Has a Slippery Tail”, in Wahlström 

Henriksson, H., Williams, A., Fahlgren, M. 

(eds.) Narratives of Motherhood and Mothering 

in Fiction and Life Writing Palgrave Macmillan, 

Palgrave Macmillan Studies in Family and 

Intimate Life Series, 2023. 

doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-17211-3_5 

 

Eglė Kačkutė-Hagan 

 

 Kačkutė, Eglė.  “Mothering Across Languages 

and Cultures in Chen’s Letters to her Children”, 

in Valerie Heffernan and Gay Wilgus (eds.) 

Imagining Motherhood in the Twenty-First-

https://doi.org/10.1177/1360780417749464
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&field-author=Rozsika%20Parker&search-alias=books-uk
https://doi.org/10.1177/1464700120920764


Century Women’s Writing, London: Routledge, 

2021.  

 

  Kačkutė, Eglė. ‘Migrant Maternal Subjectivities 

in Catherine Cusset’s Un brilliant avenir’. In 

Geneviève Guetemme (ed.) Écrire la mobilité. 

Représentations littéraires et artistiques, 

Editions Paradigmes, 2020, pp.231-248.  

 

  Kačkutė, Eglė. “Relational Aspects of Migrant 

Mothering in Nathacha Appanah’s La Noce 

d’Anna and Ying Chen’s La Lenteur des 

montagnes”, Crossways Journal, 3/1, 2019.  

https://crossways.lib.uoguelph.ca/index.php/cro

ssways/article/view/5195  

 

  Cavazza Marina, Kačkutė, Eglė. Portrait of a 

(Working) Mother, Geneva: Georg, 2019,  p. 

147. 

 

   

Dovilė Kuzminskaitė Doctor of the 

Humanities 

Kuzminskaitė, Dovilė. „Reception of César 

Vallejo’s Poetics in the Literary Works of 

Sigitas Parulskis and Vytautas Stankus“. Give 

My Regards to Those You Connect! Cultural 

Interactions Between South America and 

Eastern Europe. Vol 105 (2022), p. 214-230 

  Gabija Leonavičiūtė, Dovilė Kuzminskaitė.  

„Kultūros realijų vertimas į lietuvių kalbą: 

Gabrielio  

García’os Márquezo romanas „Šimtas metų  

vienatvės“. Sustainable Multilingualism. Nr. 

18,2021,  

p. 185-209, https://doi.org/10.2478/sm-2021-

0009 

  Sebastià Sáez, M. & Kuzminskaitė D. 2021.  

„Carmina selecta de Pedro Ruiz de Moros y el  

panorama polaco-lituano del s. XVI.“ La 

recepció  

grecollatina en les literatures bàltiques i eslaves  

(Greco-Latin reception in Baltic and Slavic  

literatures), Nizhelovska Pereginets, T. & 

Sebastià  

Sáez, M. (Eds.), Lleida, p. 174–196. 

  Kuzminskaitė, Dovilė. „El perpetuum mobile 

poético  

en la obra de Clemente Padín“. Perífrasis.  

rev.lit.teor.crit. Vol. 12, nr.  23. Bogota, ISSN 

2145- 

8987, Sausis-birželis, 2021, p. 142-15  

https://crossways.lib.uoguelph.ca/index.php/crossways/article/view/5195
https://crossways.lib.uoguelph.ca/index.php/crossways/article/view/5195


9http://dx.doi.org/10.25025/perifrasis202112.23.

08 

  Kuzminskaitė, Dovilė. „Semánticas de la 

vanguardia  

en la poesía de Amanda Berenguer“. Guaraguao.  

Barcelona: CECAL. ISSN: 1137-2354. 2020, t. 

24, nr.  

63, p. 35 – 53. 
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