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Annotation of the course content 

The aim of the theoretical course is to introduce the main problems, methods and schools of 

lexical semantics in the study of word meanings. It consists of 12 topics. 

1. Semasiology and Onomasiology. Classification of lexical units and their meanings. 

Relationship between meaning and concept. Denotation and connotation. Nomination and types 

of motivation. 

2. The origins of lexical semantics, the concept of meaning in the works of philosophers. The 

main schools and theories: traditional descriptive semantics, structural and neo-structural 

semantics, interpretive semantics, generative semantics, cognitive semantics. 

3. Structural approach to meaning. Semantic field theory. Lexical hierarchy and systemic 

relations. Paradigmatic and syntagmatic relations. Semantic functions and their interrelations. 

Component analysis. Distributional analysis. 

4. Interpretive and generative semantics. Relationship between deep (logical) structure and 

surface structure. 

5. Cognitive approach to meaning. Conceptualisation and categorisation. Concept structure. 

Prototype theory. Cognitive models. Conceptual analysis. Conceptual metaphor and metonymy. 

6. Frame semantics and construction grammar. Core and non-core Frame elements, lexical units. 

7. Semantic change. Lexicalisation and grammaticalisation. 

8. Universals and primitives. Natural semantic metalanguage.  

9. Comparative lexical semantics. Three levels of comparison: sememes, words and semantic 

groups. The problem of equivalence. 

10. Lexical semantic typology: major schools, methods and research. Monosemy, polysemy and 

collextification. Semantic associations. Semantic maps. 

11. The relationship between lexical semantics and lexicography. Semantic information in 

explanatory and bilingual dictionaries: problems of determining synonymy, homonymy and 

polysemy. 

12. Texts, concordances and databases. Semantic information representation in WordNet, 

VerbNet, FrameNet databases. Database of cross-linguistic colexifications CLICS. 

Reading 

Brinton L., J, Traugott E. C. Lexicalization and Language Change. Cambridge: Cambridge  

University Press, 2005 



Croft W., Cruse A. Cognitive linguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004. 

Cruse A. Lexical Semantics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986. 

Cruse A. Meaning in language. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010. 

Cruse A., Hundsnurscher F., Job, M., & Lutzeier P. (Ed.) Lexikologie: ein internationales  

Handbuch zur Natur und Struktur von Wörtern und Wortschätzen/ Lexicology: a handbook on  

the nature and structure of words and vocabularies. Berlin: de Gruyter, 2002 

Evans V., Green, M. Cognitive linguistics: an introduction. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University  

Press, 2006 

François, A. 2008. Semantic maps and the typology of colexification: intertwining polysemous 

networks across languages. In M. Vanhove (ed.) From Polysemy to Semantic Change. 

Amsterdam, Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 163–215. 

Geeraerts D. (Ed.) Cognitive Linguistics: Basic Readings Berlin/New York: Mouton de Gruyter,  

2006 

Geeraerts D. Theories of lexical semantics. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010 

Godart C., Wierzbicka A. Words and meanings. Lexical semantics across domains, languages,  

and cultures. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013. 

Gudavičius A. Gretinamoji semantika. Šiauliai: ŠU leidykla, 2007. 

Hanks P. (Ed.) Lexicology: Critical concepts in linguistics. London: Routledge, 2007 

Hovav M. R, Doron E., Sichel I. (Ed.) Lexical semantics, Syntax, and event structure. Oxford:  

Oxford University Press, 2010. 

Jakaitienė E. Leksinė semantika. Vilnius: Mokslas, 1988. 

Koptjevskaja-Tamm, M., Rakhilina, E. and Vanhove, M. The semantics of lexical typology,  

Nick Riemer, (ed.), The Routledge Handbook of Semantics. Oxford: Routledge, 2015, p. 434- 

454. 

Lyons J. Semantics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2 t., 1977. 

Murphy M. L. Semantic relations and the lexicon. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,  

2003. 

Palmer F. R. Semantics. Second edition. Cambridge University Press, 1993. 

Saeed, J. I. Semantics (4th ed.). Oxford, UK: Wiley Blackwell, 2016 

Storjohann P. (Ed.), Lexical-semantic relations: theoretical and practical perspectives.  

Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 2010. 

Stubbs M. Words and Phrases. Corpus Studies of Lexical Semantics. Blackwell, 2001. 

Talmy L. Towards a cognitive semantics. Cambridge, MA, and London: The MIT Press, 2000. 

Taylor J. R. Linguistic categorization (3rd edn). Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 

Taylor, J. Lexical Semantics. In B. Dancygier (Ed.), The Cambridge Handbook of Cognitive  

Linguistics, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2017, 246-261. 

Traugott, Elizabeth C.; Dasher, Richard B. Regularity in Semantic Change. Cambridge:  

Cambridge University Press, 2002. 

Vanhove M. (Ed.). From polysemy to semantic change: Towards a typology of lexical semantic  

Associations.Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 2008. 

Weigand E. (Ed.). Contrastive lexical semantics. Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 1998. 

 

Lecturer Degree Main works published in the research field 

during the last five years 

Vilma Zubaitienė Doctor of the 

Humanities 

Vilma Zubaitienė, Gintarė Judžentytė- 

Šinkūnienė, Eglė  

Gudavičienė, Lina Plaušinaitytė, Skaistė  

Volungevičienė.  

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/cambridge-handbook-of-cognitive-linguistics/lexical-semantics/798AB6901B9AD5B0AC42C94A52EC8ECF/core-reader


Studentų darbų fraziškumas. V.: VUL, 2020. 

  Zubaitienė, Vilma; Plaušinaitytė, Lina;  

Volungevičienė, Skaistė; Judžentytė- 

Šinkūnienė, Gintarė; Gudavičienė,  

Eglė; Pribušauskaitė, Joana; Plaušinaitis,  

Justas. Akademinių frazių sąvadas. Vilniaus  

universitetas,  

2020. http://www.frazynas.flf.vu.lt/ 

  Judžentytė, Gintarė; Zubaitienė, Vilma. The  

lexicon of the Lithuanian language in the 17– 

19th centuries // The Intricacy of  

Languages, Francesc Feliu, Olga Fullana  

(ed.), John Benjamins Publishing Company,  

2019, 154–174. 

  Lisauskaitė, Agnė; Zubaitienė, Vilma.  

Aktyvios veiklos veiksmažodžių semantika  

Kristijono Donelaičio „Metuose“ = The  

Semantics of the Verbs of Activity in  

the “Seasons” by Kristijonas Donelaitis //  

Respectus philologicus. eISSN 2335-2388.  

2019. T. 35, Nr. 40, p. 102–120. 

  Volungevičienė, Skaistė; Zubaitienė, Vilma.  

Feste Wortverbindungen in der altlitauischen  

Lexikographie  

// Fremde und eigene Sprachen: Linguistische  

Perspektiven = Foreign and own languages.  

Linguistic perspectives : Akten des 51.  

Linguistischen Kolloquiums in Vilnius 2016 /  

Hrsg. Virginija Masiulionytė, Skaistė  

Volungevičienė. Berlin : Peter Lang GmbH  

Internationaler Verlag der Wissenschaften,  

2018. ISBN 9783631747100. eISBN   

9783631754412. p. 193–212.  
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