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Individual or in a group

Annotation of the course content

The aim of the theoretical course is to introduce the main problems, methods and schools of
lexical semantics in the study of word meanings. It consists of 12 topics.

1. Semasiology and Onomasiology. Classification of lexical units and their meanings.
Relationship between meaning and concept. Denotation and connotation. Nomination and types
of motivation.

2. The origins of lexical semantics, the concept of meaning in the works of philosophers. The
main schools and theories: traditional descriptive semantics, structural and neo-structural
semantics, interpretive semantics, generative semantics, cognitive semantics.

3. Structural approach to meaning. Semantic field theory. Lexical hierarchy and systemic
relations. Paradigmatic and syntagmatic relations. Semantic functions and their interrelations.
Component analysis. Distributional analysis.

4. Interpretive and generative semantics. Relationship between deep (logical) structure and
surface structure.

5. Cognitive approach to meaning. Conceptualisation and categorisation. Concept structure.
Prototype theory. Cognitive models. Conceptual analysis. Conceptual metaphor and metonymy.
6. Frame semantics and construction grammar. Core and non-core Frame elements, lexical units.
7. Semantic change. Lexicalisation and grammaticalisation.

8. Universals and primitives. Natural semantic metalanguage.

9. Comparative lexical semantics. Three levels of comparison: sememes, words and semantic
groups. The problem of equivalence.

10. Lexical semantic typology: major schools, methods and research. Monosemy, polysemy and
collextification. Semantic associations. Semantic maps.

11. The relationship between lexical semantics and lexicography. Semantic information in
explanatory and bilingual dictionaries: problems of determining synonymy, homonymy and
polysemy.

12. Texts, concordances and databases. Semantic information representation in WordNet,
VerbNet, FrameNet databases. Database of cross-linguistic colexifications CLICS.
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Volungeviciené, Skaisté; Zubaitiené, Vilma.
Feste Wortverbindungen in der altlitauischen
Lexikographie
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