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Course unit title Research field, 

branch, code 

Faculty Department, Institute 

Theoretical phonology Philology, 

Linguistics, H004 

Philology Faculty of Philology, 

Institute of Applied 

Linguistics 

 

Study cycle 3rd (doctoral) 

 

Mode of delivery ECTS credits Type of the 

course unit 

Language of 

instruction 

Contact (lectures, workshops, 

tutorials) 

8  Lithuanian 

Individual or in a group 

 

Annotation of the course content 

 The theoretical phonology course focuses on the history of phonology and an overview of the main 

directions: the ideas of the Prague School; the ideas of the Copenhagen School, or glossesmatics, are 

important to theoretical phonology; classical (non-generative) phonology and the theoretical and 

practical application of its principles for language and dialect research and linguistic reconstruction; 

achievements in generative phonology; Principles of cognitive phonology. The methodological basis of 

this course is a synthesis of the basic ideas of the Prague, Copenhagen and generative schools of 

phonology. The achievements of acoustic phonetics are referred to in detail and their most important 

methods (especially spectral analysis) are presented. 

The main topics of the course: main schools and directions of phonology; functions of speech sounds 

and their signs; types of phonological elements; Phonemes and their determination methods; 

syntagmatic and paradigmatic relationships of phonological elements; neutralization phenomena; 

prosodic elements (accent, tone, moras); articulatory and acoustic differentiation features of phonemes; 

statistical characteristics of phonological systems, methods for their determination. 

The course is aimed at doctoral students (not just philologists). Form of study - lectures, consultations 

and individual work; Course duration – 200 hours; Examination form – written examination. 

Reading 

Girdenis A. Teoriniai lietuvių fonologijos pagrindai. Vilnius, 2003. 

Girdenis A. Theoretical Foundations of Lithuanian Phonology. Vilnius, 2014. 

Trubetzkoy N. S. Grundzüge der Phonologie. Prague, 1939. Volume 7 of Travaux du Cercle linguistique 

de Prague. 

Goldsmith J. A., J. Riggle, and A. C. L. Yu, eds. The Handbook of Phonological Theory. 2nd ed. 

Wiley-Blackwell, 2014. 

Hayes B. Introductory Phonology. Wiley-Blackwell, 2008. 

Kaye J. Phonology: A Cognitive View. Hillsdale, New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 1989. 

Chomsky. N. & M. Halle. The sound pattern of English. New York: Harper and Row, 1968 

Kenstowicz M. and Ch. Kisseberth. Generative Phonology: Description and Theory. Academic Press, 

1979. 

Lakoff G. Cognitive Phonology. In: Goldsmith-John (ed.). The Last Phonological Rule: Reflections on 

Constraints and Derivations. Chicago: U. of Chicago P., 1993. 117-45. 

Välimaa-Blum R. Cognitive phonology in construction grammar: Analytic tools for students of English. 

Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter, 2005. 

 
 

Lecturer Degree Main works published in the research field during the 

last five years 



Vytautas Kardelis Doctor of the 

Humanities 
Kardelis V., 2018, Arealinis tipologinis lietuvių 

tarmių kompleksiškumas. Aukštaičiai, 

Vilnius. 

  Kardelis, Vytautas. Pietų aukštaičių salos: 

geografija ir tipologija // Vakarų ir pietų 

aukštaičiai: tarmių ir kitų kalbų kontaktai, 

Vilnius: Lietuvių kalbos institutas, 2022, 

305–327. 

  Kardelis, Vytautas. Rytų aukštaičių vilniškių 

konsonantizmo tyrimų perspektyvos // Rytų 

aukštaičių patarmė: kaita ir pokyčiai. 

Vilnius: Lietuvių kalbos institutas, 2018, 33–

58. 

  Kardelis, Vytautas. Trys klausimai dėl lietuvių 

kalbos prozodinės sistemos // Lietuvių kalba 

[Elektroninis išteklius]. Vilnius : Vilniaus 

universitetas. 2017, Nr. 11. 
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