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Course annotation 

 

This course offers an overview of the main tendencies of the development of modern democracies, the 

nation-states and national identities in the context of the contemporary processes of globalization. The 

course focuses on addressing the following key topics: 

 

The main accounts of the nature of globalization; the “phenomenology” and “essence” of globalization; 

the origins and main driving forces of the globalization processes; the key historical periods of 

globalization; globalization and the project of modernization: their origins and relationship; the 

antinomies of globalization and the assessments of its perspectives and the impact on humankind; 

globalization and globalism. 

 

The historical development of the concept of democracy; a comparative assessment of the features of 

the traditional and the modern democracy; the differences between educational and participatory 

democracy within traditional and modern societies; the theoretical and historical origins of the modern 

notion of democracy; the modern conceptions of individual, society and state; the main features of the 

interaction between individuals, societies and states; the relationship between liberalism and 

democracy. 

 

Democracy and civil society; traditional and modern notions of citizen; the necessary conditions for the 

emergence and development of the civil society; the relationship between civil society and democracy. 

 

Democracy and the modern nation-state; the emergence of the modern concept of nation and its 

distinctive features; the modern notions of the people and the sovereignty of the people; the 

relationship between the sovereignty of the people and democracy; the emergence of the notions of the 

nation-state and the cosmopolitan civil society and the problem of their relationship. 

 

The sources of power: wealth, political power, knowledge; the essence of the problem of legitimisation 

of power; the problem of the mutual relationship and the mutual legitimisation of knowledge and 

power; the legitimising role of the “liberation” narrative; the essence of the democratic legitimisation of 

power in the traditional and modern societies.  

 

The “deconstruction” of the individual and the formation of mass society; the similarities and 

differences between the society of crowds and mass society; the features of mass society; the paradoxes 

of mass democracy; mass democracy as the condition for the totalitarian rule.   

  

The origins, nature and distinctive features of the totalitarian rule; the conditions of the totalitarian rule: 

the erosion of the nation-state, the collapse of the class society, the failure of the multi-party political 

system; totalitarianism as a specific form of democracy; the problem of the robustness of the 

totalitarian system; the problem of the possibility of liberal totalitarianism. 

 

The rise of postmodernity and its distinctive features; the relationship between postmodernity and 



globalization; globalization as a postmodern phenomenon; the paradoxes of postmodernity and 

globalization. 

 

The postmodern individual and the global networks: the dialectics of the local and the global; the 

interaction between the expert knowledge (expert systems), the mediated experience and the dialectics 

of the local and the global; the impact of knowledge and that dialectics on the democratic process. 

  

The postmodern conceptions of individual and society: a shift from Newtonian anthropology to the 

pragmatics of linguistic games; the disappearance of the I: selfhood as a relational concept; the 

reflexive nature of modern society: the relation between society and knowledge and its impact on the 

legitimisation of power. 

 

The nature of the relationship between individuals, societies and states: a shift from the systemic-

dialectical conception to the communicative and linguistic-game conceptions of that relation; the 

legitimisation of power under the conditions of global postmodernity: the pragmatic legitimisation and 

the deficit of democracy. 

 

The democratization wave after the Cold War; the project of global democracy and the Developing 

World; the paradoxes of the development of democracy during the postcommunist transformation; the 

expansion of the EU and the problem of the “democratic deficit”. 

 

The classes take place depending on the demand. 

 

The assessment requirements are established for each student individually and are aligned with the 

topic of student’s doctoral thesis. 
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