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Subject annotation 

This module focuses on key issues in European Bronze Age research, which will be explored 

through individual meetings and consultations. It will cover significant topics in European 

Bronze Age archaeology, spanning the period from approximately 2300 to 800 BC. The goal 

is not only to provide an overview of material culture but also to examine the history and 

scope of Bronze Age archaeology, its methods and theories, and current trends and debates. 

Within a cohesive theoretical framework, the module will address various themes, including 

the origins of metallurgy; its role in the development of complex social structures; Bronze 

Age technology; craftsmanship; exchange, trade, and transport; imitations and replicas; metal 

deposition practices and sources of raw materials; warfare; and bronzing techniques. It will 

also explore the intersection of Bronze Age archaeology with ethnology, alongside the 

ongoing controversies in current research. 

The primary aim of this module is to foster an academic exchange of ideas. It will be largely 

driven by your presentations and culminate in the submission of a free-written research essay. 

You are encouraged to actively engage with questions about the past, develop your ability to 

select and apply theory as an integrated part of your dissertation, and connect it to your 

research questions, methods, and data interpretation. 
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