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Subject annotation 

The subject is aimed at getting to know the archaeological material of the Stone Age period 

(Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, Eneolithic). The research history, theory and methodology of this 

period are examined, as well as the main scientific problems of these periods and different periodization 

systems are analysed and highlighted. The course focuses on the development of natural conditions and 

the environment in the Miocene-Pliocene, Pleistocene and Holocene epochs, as well as the increasing 

manifestation of human influence in the natural environment. When studying the Palaeolithic period of 

the Stone Age, the primary settlement of the territory in the early Palaeolithic era and the rock-knapping 

traditions and culture of primitive archanthropus (Australopithecus sp., Homo habilis, Homo erectus, 

Homo archaicus, Homo heidelbergensis) are analyzed (Lomekwian, Oldowan, Abbeville, Acheule); 

emergence, spread and extinction/assimilation of different human groups (Homo neanderthalensis, 

Homo denisovensis, Homo naledi) during the Middle Palaeolithic period; the scientific problem of the 

emergence and disappearance of the "hobbit" population in Africa and Asia; anthropological-cultural 

issues of the transitional period and the genesis and spread of modern man (Homo sapiens) in the old 

world and sudden cultural differentiation in the late Palaeolithic; the emergence of faith and rituals and 

the flourishing of art (cave drawings and carvings, sculptures, portable art); rise, development and 

decline of the age of mammoth hunters (Aurignace, Gravette, Solutre, Magdalene); (re)colonization of 

the northern edges of the region at the end of the Ice Age. The main inventions of mankind in the 

Palaeolithic period and their significance in the general context of history and settlement of the New 

World. 

In the Mesolithic/Epipaleolithic era, the emergence, spread and flourishing of microlith production 

techniques in different regions, the diversity and change of lifestyle patterns, the uniformity-diversity of 

the food base in different geographical regions, burial and sacrificial rituals, and the issue of the 

emergence of cult structures are analysed. 

Variety of theoretical models of neolithization and empirical justification. When studying the 

Neolithic period, the problem of the emergence and spread of the production economy is analysed, 

different foci of domestication, the origin, development and spread of domesticated animal and plant 

species in the region, the genesis of the pottery production tradition, the directions of spread and the 

variety of forms, the spread of the Neolithic way of life from the Middle East to neighbouring and further 

regions, the spread of Neolithic communities from Southern to Northern Europe and from Central Asia 

to Southeastern-Eastern Europe, the discovery of the first proto-cities and cities. The exploitation of 

useful raw materials and the distribution of manufactured products in the region are detailed. A 



comparison and detailed analysis of the lifestyle of nomadic herding nomads and sedentary agricultural 

communities is carried out. The problem of the emergence of megalithic structures in Europe and 

possible methods of their recognition. 

The theories of the formation of the Indo-European ancestors and the spread of the population are 

analysed (M. Gimbutienė, C. Renfrew, J. Mallory, D. Anthony, T. V. Gamkrelidzė and V. Ivanovas, 

etc.) and the archaeological and other scientific data supporting them. Archaeology of military conflicts: 

weapons, fortified settlements and victims; contextual analysis of cases of different assessment. 

Migration and assimilation of human populations based on genetic studies of modern and 

paleoindividuals. 

In the Eneolithic period, the emergence and development of the first metal products, the emergence 

of metallurgical centers, the intensification of trade, and the formation of the first states are examined. 

Attention is also paid to the amber trade route and the archaeological material of the surrounding areas, 

the change and diversity of burial forms, the social organization of societies and the religious worldview. 

The most important civilizational inventions of mankind during the Stone Age period and their 

influence on the development of society are detailed. 

The possibilities of applying GIS, archaeological and various chemical-physical methods and the 

analysis of the obtained data in order to understand the Stone Age are evaluated. 

 

In the preparation of individual research essays, doctoral students, together with their advisors, 

address the research problem formulated by using not only archaeological data but also data from other 

sciences. 
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