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Subject annotation 

When examining the problems of memory culture in Lithuania, post-communist and Western countries, 

the differences between professional historiography and the construction of memory culture are often 

not discernible, with historians often considered to be one of the most important constructors of a 

country's memory culture – one of the most important sources of national identity. 

The course aims to analyze the characteristics of the construction of the culture of memory in Central 

and Western Europe and Lithuania and to reveal the specific place of professional historiography in 

these processes. By analyzing specific countries in Central and Western Europe, it will aim to reveal the 

circumstances in which the historian not only contributes to national identities the construction of 

national identities but also how the needs for the transformation (creation) of the nation directly affect 

the historians' research. In this context, the focus will be on the following the so-called politics of history, 

revealing both its constructive impact on identities in the transformation process, as well as its negative 

impact, in particular on the implications of historical research in the consolidation of authoritarian 

regimes. Such a view of the problem at hand requires a comparativist approach. For this reason, the 

course will compare the cultures of memory in authoritarian, post-communist, and democratic states, 

without losing sight of the significance of historical research. 

Chronologically, the course covers the period of nationalism, but it will also address contemporary 

processes in Lithuania and Europe. At the same time, this course will analyze recent research that 

focuses not only on the culture of memory but also on its interaction with historiography. 
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