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Subject annotation 

The course is aimed at helping the doctoral student to grasp the main research problems of the Early 

Metal Period in the southeastern Baltic region (Bronze Age and Early Iron Age, 1700-1 BC), to choose 

appropriate methods of investigation and sources for this period, and to analyse their potential for a 

qualitative leap in the knowledge of this period. 

Questions to be covered in the course: concept of the period, chronology, periodisation, historiography, 

the beginning of bronze production and its significance for the economic and social development, 

production of lithic, bone-antler ware, local pottery sequences, the beginning of crop cultivation, animal 

husbandry, fossil fields, fishing, diet (zooarchaeology, stable isotopes of C and N, biomolecular studies 

of food residues in pottery), settlement types, functions, systems, trade and exchange, buildings, the 

emergence and development of fortified settlements, changes in ritual practices (mortuary practices, 

spread of barrows and cremation, hoard deposition), war and conflict, human sacrifices, migrations and 

mobility as revealed by genetic and Sr-isotope studies. 
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