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Subject annotation 

 

The course is dedicated to develop the skills of PhD students to select, test and apply different methods 

of historical research, improving the writing skills of academic texts, the ability to prepare and carry out 

a research project, and the ability to organise its structure. The following methods are introduced in the 

course, in addition to the main method of historical research (critical sources analysis): the oral history 

(interviews), the biographical method (applied not only to the history of persons, but also to the history 

of objects, spaces and landscapes), prosopography (collective biography), comparative studies, critical 

discourses analysis, and others. The studies are organised in four stages, with a small-scale research 

being carried out. The defined object of the research, with the advice of the subject teachers, is analysed 

on the basis of three different chosen methods. After each stage (after one method has been applied), a 

small-scale report of the results is drawn up. The opportunities, challenges, problems and results of the 

method are discussed with the teachers. After testing three different research methods, a final report is 

produced which compares the three different methods and their results, analyses the strengths, 

weaknesses and risks of each method, and the suitability of each method for the chosen research object. 

The final report and the results are discussed with the teachers. In addition to the methods used, the 

research text (its structure, writing principles, argumentation, problem formulation, etc.) is also 

considered. 
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