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Subject annotation

Despite optimistic expectations the development of democracy has not been universally
embraced.  The contrast between the two different political regimes - democratic and
authoritarian (or totalitarian) - is becoming increasingly obvious. Non-democratic political
regimes exist on almost every continent in the world, with the exception of Australia. The
subject examines the relationship between political systems and development of the economy,
the problem of whether autocratic and totalitarian systems can really be economically efficient,
what are their strengths and what are their weaknesses? Political history is viewed through the
prism of economic development, revealing not only the impact of political decisions on
economic development, but also the impact of the economic situation on the behaviour of the
political regime, the intensity and level of its repression and discrimination. The mechanisms
of political and economic decision-making, social and economic control, are also important.
The main theoretical approaches are based on the political economy of authoritarianism, game
theory, rational choice, path-dependency, social networks and empires (post-colonialism).
Considerable attention is paid to the development of the Soviet political system in the post-
Stalinist period, the impact of centre-periphery relations on the development of the Soviet
economy, and the Soviet regime's control of society through economic levers.
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