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Subject annotation

Research on Jewish history in Eastern Europe is relatively recent, having begun in the 19th century,
largely by self-taught cultural and intellectual scholars influenced by Jewish modernization and
emancipation, who focused their efforts on writing large-scale global histories of the Jews and to a lesser
extent on the study of specific issues or the collection and publication of primary sources. In the 19th
and early 20th centuries, the first historiographical approaches and theoretical reflections began to
emerge, requiring authors to decide how to present, systematize and interpret the history and culture of
a diasporic people who had been without a state for several centuries, and who had been living in an
atmosphere of anti-Judaism and anti-Semitism. These deliberations were influenced not only by the
attitudes of the societies that welcomed the Jews but also by the active political and cultural movements
of the Jews themselves (Zionism, Yiddishism, Bundism, etc.). The beginnings of modern professional
analytical Jewish Studies can be traced back to the founding of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
(1925) and the JIVO (Jidiser visensaftlecher institut), which started operating in Vilnius at the same
time. The institutionalized study of Jewish history, especially in Central and Eastern Europe, took on a
new quality, the range of problems discussed expanded, and the number of discussions about the
relationship to Jewish history, its didactic significance for Jews themselves, and the contexts in which
history should and could be presented increased. The first one to undertake a radical critique of the
devaluation of the Jewish Middle Ages (before 1789) as a means to promote and justify emancipation
was Salo Baron (Ghetto and Emancipation // The Menorah Journal, 1928), who stimulated the
emergence of a critical approach to the existing paradigms in Jewish history. The Holocaust, and the
historical reflection on its loss, trauma, and experience, became another radical turning point in the
historiography of Jewish history. Not only did the Holocaust lead to the emergence of a distinct field of
research, Holocaust studies, the intensification of research on the interwar situation in Europe and Jewish
studies in general, but it also provided additional impetus for rethinking the history of earlier periods,
which led to the establishment of the martyrological paradigm of Jewish history, which had been
dominant for several decades. Emotionality and nostalgia have led to the emergence of new
historiographical paradigms and, in the case of some phenomena, even myths. At the beginning of the
21st century, there was not only an intensification of research into the socio-cultural history of Jewish
communities in different eras but also a Rethinking of post-Holocaust historiographical experiences.

Objectives of the subject: 1) To identify the dominant historiographical paradigms of Jewish history in
Eastern and Central Europe and their dynamics through the analysis of recent historiography; 2) To
identify and discuss the genesis of the historiographical paradigms and the contexts and approaches to




the presentation of Jewish history; 3) To compare the trends in Jewish studies in Lithuania with those
prevailing in Central and Eastern Europe and, more broadly, in the global Jewish historiography; 4) To
identify the historiographical contexts and approaches in which the history and culture of Lithuanian
Jews from different periods are presented or studied, and what segments of it are highlighted in the
works of Lithuanian and foreign scholars. 5) To identify the tactics used in the research of integrated
and disintegrated Jewish history, the advantages and disadvantages of the approaches used in solving
specific research problems; 6) To analyze and identify the most appropriate theoretical approaches to
solving current research problems.
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