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Subject annotation

Not only because of its geographical location but also because of its similar historical
experience in many respects, Lithuania belongs to the cultural area of Central and Eastern
Europe. The common features specific to this region have been shaped particularly strongly by
the encounter with the political regimes born out of the ideology of socialism and the socio-
economic transformations that they brought about in the course of the half of the 20th century,
representing the project of socialist modernization. This exposure has had a profound impact
on the development of society and the consciousness of the people in the region, but not all the
countries of Central-Eastern Europe have been affected equally. It is only possible to identify
the commonalities and, at the same time, to find the reasons for the differences by comparing
the processes that took place in each country in the 20th century.

The course analyses how socialist modernization changed the vectors of perception/meaning of
time and space: the cultures of memory and the cultural landscape of the countries in the region.
Another equally important subject is the shapes of memory of life in the socialist system and
the ways of relating to the material legacy of socialist modernization that has emerged in the
quarter of a century since the collapse of the communist regimes. The seminars focus on the
different manifestations of memory cultures (the construction of grand narratives of political
history, the cult of heroes, places of religious memory, cities, and the visual environment as
sites of multicultural memory) as well as the factors that generate them (the politics of memory,
the conflicts between different memory cultures, and the rivalry between social actors in the
field of memory culture). They also examine the generators of change in the cultural landscape
related to the processes of socialist modernization: regional features of industrialization and
urbanization, urban planning, and residential architecture. Geographically, the subject covers
not only the Central and Eastern European countries that were part of the Soviet satellite bloc
but also the Baltic States annexed by the Soviet Union.

The course is integrated with the equivalent course in the Master's degree program in History
(6 credits). Doctoral students receive an additional 1.5 credits for a lecture or seminar prepared
and delivered by a Master's student on a topic relevant to the course.
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