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Subject annotation 

The origins of totalitarian regimes, stages of their formation. Common features, definitions. Social 

movements in Russia in the second half of the 19th century that led to the formation of a totalitarian 

regime and the spread of Marx's views. Bolsheviks. Their attitudes towards power and governance. The 

impact of World War I on the formation of totalitarian regimes: 1917 in Russia and the beginning of 

Bolshevik totalitarianism. The policy of "Red" terror. The Civil War and the development of 

totalitarianism. V. Lenin's place in the maturation of the idea of totalitarianism and its implementation. 

The peculiarities of the Russian Bolshevik Party and its place in the system of government. 

Establishment of the Central Committee Secretariat. Absorption of state power. Establishment of the 

USSR. The system of government of the USSR and Soviet law. J. Stalin's consolidation of power. Mass 

terror and its place in the consolidation of Stalin's absolute power. Repressive organs in the 1930s. The 

establishment of the NKVD camp system. Political purges. The expulsion of Stalin's rivals from the 

Party. The rise of totalitarianism from 1936 to 1941. Stalin's Constitution of 1936 and its provisions. 

Totalitarian culture and its management. The impact of the Second World War on the Soviet system of 

government. Stalin's failures in directing military action. The last phase of the war. Losses of the USSR 

in the war. The establishment of totalitarian regimes in East-Central Europe. Features of totalitarianism 

in the post-war years: repression, deportation of peoples, cultural dictates. The beginning of the Cold 

War and the formation of the Soviet Eastern European bloc. The expression of Soviet totalitarianism on 

the international scene. Stalin and the Western democracies. The weakening of totalitarianism. The state 

after totalitarianism. 
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