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Subject annotation 

The complicity of two totalitarian states and regimes destroyed the Polish state, the Baltic States fell 

victim to the USSR occupation as their rivalry intensified, and their desperate war of extermination, 

which began with the German aggression of June 22, 1941, irrevocably changed Central and Eastern 

Europe, from the political map to the millions of victims of mass killings. Based on primary 

documentary sources, a continuous stream of eyewitness publications, and a wealth of scholarly research 

over the last decade (cf. the research conducted by the International Commission on Nazi and Soviet 

Crimes in Lithuania, which has been published in the last decade or so), the course attempts to grasp, 

unravel and deepen the main problems of Lithuanian (and regional) history during this period through a 

localized section of a massive and total war, the occupation policies of the totalitarian regimes (the 

specifics of Sovietization and Nazification), the implementation of (political, social and racial) 

extermination policies in collaboration with local populations and structures; the forms and dynamics 

of resistance to totalitarian policies, human experiences, and decisions in the face of the changes of 

occupation, the everyday reality of war, and the destruction of humanity.  

Overall plan: 

The occupation and annexation of Lithuania in 1940. Collaboration and repressions. The beginning of 

Sovietisation, its stages, and the beginning of anti-Soviet resistance. Lithuanian Riflemen, the 

Lithuanian Catholic Federation "Ateitis", military, etc. The Lithuanian Activist Front (LAF) and Union 

of Lithuanian Freedom Fighters. USSR military plans in the summer of 1941; Lithuanian "fifth column" 

in Nazi military and occupation projects. 

German aggression against the USSR in 1941 and hostilities on Lithuanian territory. The June Uprising. 

The organization and resistance of the Party activists. Repression of Soviet activists, the spread of 

individual and group violence, revenge actions. Provisional Government of Lithuania. Attempts to 

restore Lithuanian independence. 

Transformation and implementation of Nazi anti-Jewish policy in Lithuania, activities of Einsatzgruppe 

A. Establishment of the Nazi occupation regime, military and civilian occupation administration. The 

course and forms of the Holocaust in Lithuania: staged pogroms, shootings of men and youths, mass 

murder of provincial Jews, urban ghettos, actions and selections, the "Final Solution". Lithuanian 

military formations, their development, and evaluation. Lithuanian self-government and collaborationist 

structures. The problem of the relationship between "Lithuanian guerilla warriors" and "Jew shooters". 

Anti-Nazi resistance. Lithuanian organizations and the underground press. Forms and directions of 

Jewish resistance. Polish resistance movement and relations with the center. Soviet and pro-Soviet 

resistance movements, dynamics. Is education a form of resistance? Resistance to war and labor 



mobilizations. Nazi revenge actions 

 

Re-occupation of Lithuania. Military actions on the territory of Lithuania in the second half of 1944 to 

early 1945. First NKVD repressions. Sabotage of the mobilization to the Red Army. The beginning of 

the anti-Soviet armed resistance. Continuation of political repression. Continuity and fractures in the 

anti-Soviet resistance. The problem of the relationship between "freedom fighters" and "fascist 

collaborators". 
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