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Subject annotation 

The course sees the changes in 19th-century society as a multifaceted transformation leading to the 

emergence of modern society. The trends and directions of modernization in imperial societies are 

presented as a linear progression and as an aspiration of 19th-century European states and societies. 

Modernization is viewed through dichotomous (efforts to change the political, social, and economic 

systems of states, to move from traditional agrarian to industrial societies), historical (description of 

modernization), and instrumental (ways of changing society and controlling its transformation) 

perspectives. The imperial model of modernization was characteristic of the Russian Empire (as well as 

the Habsburg and Ottoman Empires) and relevant to the so-called Western Governorates. In the latter, 

modernization, covering the political, social, legal, economic, and cultural spheres, came primarily 

"from above", but this did not exclude the involvement of a part of society in modernization projects. 

The course explains the perspectives, obstacles, and criticisms of modernization. Societal responses to 

the challenges of modernization include changes in the education system, the development of science, 

manifestations of individualism and nationalism, political, military, ethnic, and social conflicts, 

feminism, anti-Semitism, the activities of modern societies and associations, the beginnings of a civil 

society, national and cultural movements, the deformation of the traditional family, the mobility of 

societies, the synchronization of time and the expansion of space, etc.  
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