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The main focus of this study module is the development of the parliamentary system of the Grand Duchy 

of Lithuania in the context of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.  

From the beginning of universal noble representation in the 16th century until the destruction of the 

state, Lithuania maintained a unique system of parliamentarism in the Polish-Lithuanian 

Commonwealth. This module therefore invites doctoral students to take a deeper look at various research 

problems of this system: the question of the beginning of Lithuanian parliamentary establishment, 

similarities and differences between the concepts of institutionalists and corporatists, features of the 

Lithuanian parliamentarism system after the Union of Lublin, operational mechanisms, separate Sejms 

of Grodno, Lithuanian provincial sessions, Lithuanian convocations, independent Lithuanian nobility 

congresses, the functioning of confederations and the problem of their legitimacy, the transformations 

of noble parliamentarianism, the positive and negative aspects of the liberum veto and the reasons for 

the establishment of this phenomenon. All these problems can be considered separately per se or in the 

general context of the parliamentary establishment of the Commonwealth. Although historiography 

often concentrates on the so-called manifestations of "Lithuanian independence", they are often not 

properly evaluated in a comparative context with the Polish Kingdom, where signs of particular 

parliamentarism can also be observed in individual regions (Mazovia, Royal Prussia, Greater Poland, 

Lesser Poland). The study module also includes the concept of parliamentarism and research trends in 

modern and traditional historiography (the schools of Cracow, Warsaw, and Kaunas) and typological 

models of parliamentary systems, primary historical source research problems in the history of 

Lithuanian parliamentarism, experience in publishing documents of parliamentary institutions. Doctoral 

students can also look at the development of parliamentarism through the prism of the sources of the 

history of parliamentarism (Lithuanian statutes, constitutions of the Polish and Lithuanian sejms, diaries, 

instructions of sejm and sejmiki, etc.). 
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