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Subject annotation

The study of history is often accused of being too empirical, dominated by a descriptive approach, and
disconnected from other humanities or social disciplines. At the same time, it is not uncommon, for
example, for a sociological theory that claims to explain historical processes to be unmoored from
historiography. It is therefore very important for historians to be aware of the trends and theories of
related sciences and, if necessary, to make use of their insights, theories, etc. First of all, this course
analyses the most important scholarly approaches to explaining the emergence and development of
nationalism (from primordialist to constructivist). It focuses on the work of E. Gellner, A. Smith, B.
Anderson, R. Brubaker, and other theorists. The Czech historian M. Hroch's concept of the periodization
of national movements of "small nations" and its applicability to Central and Eastern Europe are
discussed separately. The second part of the course is devoted to a discussion of the specific
historiography of Central and Eastern European nationalisms. The focus here is on the following issues:
what determines the emergence of ethnolinguistic nationalism in the region (modernization; the spread
of literacy; ethnic discrimination; the spread of Romanticist ideas; the imitation of the Western model,
etc.); how imperial policies influence the emergence of specific nationalisms and their nature; whether
there were alternatives to the "winning" nationalisms; what circumstances in the region create the
preconditions for the emergence of civic nationalisms (e.g. krajovtsy in historical Lithuania) and what
leads to their "failure"”, etc. Another important thematic block is the relationship between empires and
nationalism in the 19th century.
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