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Subject annotation 

This course will focus on Anglo-Saxon historiography of the Soviet era. For a long time, it was 

this historiography that shaped the Western (and non-Western) academic approach to the Soviet 

Union, its political system, its regime, social structure and culture. In particular, scholars were 

interested in the causes of the social/socialist revolution in Russia and the radicalisation of the 

post-revolutionary political regime. The first researchers were political scientists rather than 

historians (Lyford P. Edwards, George Crane Brinton.) At the beginning of the Cold War, the 

so-called totalitarian perspective took hold in Western academia in the study of the Soviet 

Union (Leonard Schapiro, George Robert Acworth Conquest, Richard Pipes, Martina Malia.)  

Around the 1960s, during the period of the so-called détente, an alternative perspective to 

totalitarian historiography emerged, called revisionism (Jerry F. Hough, Vera S. Dunham, 

Moshe Lewin, Robert C. Tuker, Sheila Fitzpatrick, St. Kotkin). While the "totalitarians" 

focused on the political-partisan Soviet system, discussing the regime's repressive practices 

(mass repression, collectivisation), the main object of the „revisionists“ was Soviet society and 

its interaction with the Soviet political regime.  

At the end of the twentieth century, historiography gained new theoretical impetus, and the field 

of problems studied also expanded. Historiography was influenced by the theoretical 

approaches of the "cultural turn", the "history of everyday life", and "postcolonialism". As a 

result, historians have increasingly focused on "identity politics": the various aspects of the 

change in Soviet "cultural norms and values", the "tactics and strategies" of individual survival 

in the Soviet political system, etc. (David L. Hoffman, Timothy Jonston, Catriona Kelly, 

Orlando Figes, Lynne Viola, Evgeny Dobrenko, Alexei Yurchak.) On the other hand, the 

traditional themes have not disappeared from the field of historians' research: scholars have 

continued to study the Soviet political regime (D. Brandenberger, Y. Slezkin), Soviet national 

politics (Terry Martin, Ronald Suny). 
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