DOCTORAL STUDIES COURSE UNIT DESCRIPTION

Name of subject Field of science, Faculty / Center Institute /
code Department
Theory of urbanization S 005 Faculty of Institute of
N 006 Philosophy Sociology and
Social Work
Student’s workload Credits Student’s workload | Credits
Lectures Consultations 1
Independent study 6 Seminars

Course annotation

The concept of urbanization: the nature of the city and the concept of urbanity, the problem of defining
urbanization, the factors and indicators of urbanization.

Theories of urbanization development: stages of urbanization, theory of urbanization stages, cycles of
development cities and urbanization, cycles of economic development and urbanization, convergence
and divergence.

City and social processes: fordist / postfordist city, modern / postmodern city, urbanity as a way of life,
Marxist approach to the city, social differentiation / change in cities, gentrification, expression of
colonialism / postcolonialism in cities, multiculturalism, change of urban governance.

City and environment: change of urban natural environment, urban ecology, technogenization in the
city.

Spatial expression of urbanization: theories of spatial distribution of urban spaces (central places,
diffusion), theories of development of internal structures of urban space, functional organization of the
city and its development models, search for the ideal structure of urban space, basic ideas and concepts
of urban planning.

Current determinants of spatial urbanization: globalization, global urban network, demographic
explosion and depopulation, metropolitanization, peculiarities of urban development policy and
planning, sustainable urban development, perspective models of urban development.

The main methodological attitudes of urban research: the city as a system, environmentalism,
positivism, behaviorism, humanism, structuralism, managerialism, postmodernism, moral philosophy,
critical urban geography.

Main directions of urban research: morphological analysis, functional (ecological) research, cultural-
genetic research, social research, behavioral research, lifestyle research, applied urban research, urban
systems research.

Quantitative urban research: peculiarities of urban statistics, peculiarities of multidimensional analysis,
research of urban relations and connections between cities.

Qualitative urban research: institutional research, analysis of actors, analysis of relationships.
Peculiarities of the study of functional urban spaces: urban centers, residential areas, industrial areas,
green areas, infrastructure.

Peculiarities of cartographic analysis of cities: the question of city boundaries, mapping in the city,
peculiarities of presenting statistical data, application of GIS in urban surveys.
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