
 

 

Judith A. McHale 

Under Secretary 

PUBLIC DIPLOMACY AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Term of Appointment: 05/26/2009 to present  

Judith A. McHale is Under Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs, helping lead 

America’s engagement with the people of the world. Appointed by President Obama, she was 

confirmed by the U.S. Senate on May 21, 2009 and sworn in on May 26. 

Ms. McHale is the former President and Chief Executive Officer of Discovery Communications. For 

two decades, Ms. McHale was a leader in building Discovery Communications, the parent company 

of the Discovery Channel, into a far-reaching and renowned global media enterprise with 1.4 billion 

subscribers in 170 countries. She forged partnerships around the world and created innovative 

strategies that focused on understanding and respecting different cultural contexts and tapping 

local voices to succeed in diverse markets. 

At Discovery, Ms. McHale launched innovative education and development initiatives in the United 

States and around the world, including the Discovery Channel Global Education Partnership, which 

provides free educational programming and technological support to more than a half million 

students at 200 schools and community centers throughout rural Africa, Latin America, and 

Eastern Europe. Under Ms. McHale’s guidance, Discovery applied to its educational initiatives the 

same rigorous cultural sensitivity and locally-driven process that made its international business so 

successful.  

In 2006, after nearly 20 years at Discovery, Ms. McHale started a new phase of her career in 

partnership with the Global Environment Fund, a private equity firm based in Chevy Chase, MD. 

Ms. McHale worked to launch the GEF/Africa Growth Fund, an investment vehicle intending to 

focus on supplying expansion capital to small and medium-sized enterprises that provide consumer 

goods and services in emerging African markets. 

Ms. McHale graduated from the University of Nottingham in the United Kingdom and Fordham 

University School of Law in New York. 

 


