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Course objectives.

The course focuses on the analysis of contemporary research in developmental psychopathology and
seeks to gain a deep understanding of the theoretical issues in the field, an advanced understanding of
the developmental complexity of psychopathology, and a critical, empirically based knowledge of the
latest approaches to childhood and adolescence disorders, their classification, developmental
determinants, the issues of differentiation, and assessment in the developmental course. The aim of
the course is to enhance knowledge of methodological models of contemporary research in the field of
developmental psychopathology, so that doctoral students can critically evaluate, make informed
choices and apply appropriate methodological approaches, theoretical interpretive models and specific
methods in the construction of their own research. The subject develops the ability to scientifically
analyze and summarize, reflect on and evaluate new and complex phenomena, to identify and
formulate questions and the need for further knowledge.

Course content.

Dialectical integration of development for research of psychopathology The model of dynamic
developmental systems and formation of psychopathology. Multilevel analysis of the developmental
processes. Dynamic understanding of child development in construction of research in developmental
psychopathology.

Understanding of the process of development in applying current paradigms of psychodynamic
theory. Functions of working models and mental representations in attachment theory and self-
psychology and their research. Mentalization theory by P. Fonagy: comparison of reflective and
executive function, process of mentalization development. Operationalization of internal mental
processes and their study/research.

Neurobiology of development. Process of neurodevelopment in the organization of self.
Neurodevelopmental and contextual approach in the study of adolescent psychopathology. Early
neurocognitive markers of developmental psychopathology. Neurobiology of stress and
developmental psychopathology.

Development and ecology of antisocial behavior. Models of aggression and violence. Developmental
psychopathology of anxiety: levels of analysis and dynamic models. Depressiveness and mood
disorders: multilevel perspective of developmental psychopathology. Developmental trajectories of
disordered eating behavior and modern dynamic models.

Pathology of personality development: concepts of levels of personality functioning (ICD-11 and
DSM-5) and diagnostic models. Operationalized psychodynamic diagnostics as a way to to describe
the complexity of personality structure and its dynamics. Models of early personality development.
Current clinical applications of developmental psychopathology for prevention and early intervention.
Research of developmental psychopathology and trans-diagnostic approach.
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