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Research 

 

History and 

Archaeology  
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Faculty of History Department of 

Theory of History 
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Mode of study Number of credits 

ECTS 

Mode of study Number of credits 

ECTS 

lectures  consultations 2 

individual 3 seminars 2,5 

                                                                                                                                  Total  7,5                                                       

Subject annotation 

Historical research has so far used art primarily as illustration. The understanding of a work of art, the 

ability to "read" it, is promoted and shaped in the VU Faculty of History's BA and MA courses on the 

history of art and the heritage of Lithuanian art and architecture. This PhD-level course is designed to 

help those who take it delve into the artistic heritage related to their field of study and period, and to 

analyze it from a source-oriented perspective, using traditional and state-of-the-art methods, such as 

analysis of form, iconography, and iconology, semiotic analysis, reception aesthetics, and psychological, 

social, and feminist interpretations. The course is interdisciplinary and draws on art history and 

philology. Under the guidance of the lecturer, the Ph.D. student will be required to select a group of 

works of art that are significant or close to the problem he/she is investigating, to choose methods of 

interpretation according to the nature of his/her thesis research, and to carry out a source analysis of the 

artworks, which will also include an assessment of the expression of the artwork's interpretation. 
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