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Annotation of the course content

This doctoral course examines how political discourse is produced, circulated, recontextualised,
legitimised, contested and transformed across contemporary media environments. It brings Critical
Discourse Studies into dialogue with political discourse analysis, mediatisation research and scholarship
on digital political communication. Course participants critically compare major traditions in Critical
Discourse Studies and evaluate their explanatory and methodological potential for investigating
mediated political discourse. The course addresses social actor representation, voice and agency,
authority and legitimation, ideology and hegemony, political narratives and metaphor, populism and
polarisation, journalistic recontextualisation, media and platform logics, conspiracy narratives,
disinformation and epistemic authority.

The course is organised around participants’ doctoral research. Participants formulate an original
research problem, position it within relevant scholarly debates, develop an integrated conceptual and
methodological framework, construct and justify a principled dataset, operationalise analytical categories
and conduct a pilot analysis of authentic mediated political discourse. They critically evaluate
methodological limitations, alternative interpretations, research ethics, researcher positionality and the
evidential requirements of critical explanation. Seminar discussions, research workshops and peer
feedback support participants in refining their theoretical choices, analytical procedures and
interpretation of preliminary findings.

The course concludes with a doctoral research paper and seminar presentation and defence. The final
paper should be suitable for further development into a dissertation chapter, conference paper or journal
article. The course aims to enable doctoral researchers to:
o critically examine the relationships among discourse, political action, media institutions, digital
platforms and social power;
e compare, evaluate and synthesise theoretical traditions in Critical Discourse Studies and
mediated political discourse research;
o explain how political meanings and practices are shaped and transformed through mediation,
mediatisation, recontextualisation and platformisation;
e design conceptually coherent, methodologically transparent and ethically responsible research
into mediated political discourse;
e evaluate the evidential basis, explanatory potential and limitations of critical discourse
research;
e produce, present and defend an original contribution to the study of mediated political
discourse.
Thematic structure: 1) Critical inquiry into mediated political discourse; 2) Discourse, power,
ideology and hegemony; 3) Mediation, mediatisation and platformed political communication; 4)
Representation, voice, agency and legitimation; 5) Political narratives, metaphor and cross-genre
recontextualisation; 6) Populism, polarisation and antagonistic politics; 7) Conspiracy narratives,




disinformation and epistemic authority; 8) Doctoral research design, methodological integration and
communication.

Assessment:

o Conceptual framework 40% (approximately 1,500 to 2,000 words). The submission should
contain a clearly formulated research problem; focused research questions; critical synthesis of
the selected theoretical approaches; definitions of the principal concepts and an explanation of
the relationships among them; conceptual-framework diagram;

o Methodological framework and defence 60% (approximately 3,000 to 4,000 words). The
submission should contain a transparent dataset and methodology; an original pilot analysis;
textual or multimodal evidence; contextual explanation; critical discussion of explanatory reach
and limitations; implications for the participant’s dissertation or future publication. The research
paper is presented and defended in a doctoral seminar.
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