Europinio balinio vézlio (Emys orbicularis) judéjimo ir terminé ekologija Siaurinéje
arealo riboje

Europinis balinis vézlys (Emys orbicularis) yra vienintelé vietiné vézliy rusis daugumoje
Vidurio ir Siaurés Europos regiony. Sios riisies isnykimui grésme kelia buveiniy nykimas
ir degradacija, buveiniy fragmentacija bei invazinés rusys. Tai ilgaamz¢ raisis gyvenanti
sekliuose, siltuose, augalija apaugusiuose gélo vandens telkiniuose, kurie ypac jautris
antropogeniniam poveikiui ir klimato kaitai. Basimas doktorantas(-¢) vertins, kaip
buveiniy fragmentacija veikia suaugusiy ir jaunikliy judéjima, buveiniy pasirinkima,
dispersijos potencialg ir populiacijy rySius.

Siekiant jvertinti judéjimo modelius, buveiniy naudojimag ir termoreguliacinj elgesj, bus
derinami jvairtis metodai: radiotelemetrija, GPS sekimas su temperatiiros biologiniais
registratoriais ir aplinkos jutikliais. Taip pat bus taikomi ir kiti papildomi metodai:
palydoviniy vaizdy analizé, populiacijy genetika, aplinkos DNR ir ekologinis
modeliavimas, siekiant jvertinti buveiniy prieinamumg, fragmentacija ir jy poveikij
dispersijai ir bei populiacijy rySiams platesniame krastovaizdyje.

Projektas apims intensyvius lauko tyrimus ir ekologiniy duomeny analiz¢. IeSkome
motyvuoto kandidato, kuris domisi ekologiniais lauko tyrimais ir kiekybiniais metodais.
Patirtis su elgsenos biologija, sekimo prietaisais, herpetologija, populiacijy genetika,
erdviniu modeliavimu ar programavimu bus taip pat vertinama, taciau néra bitina.
Doktorantui bus suteikiama struktiirizuota mentorysté ir mokymosi galimybés, kad biity
ugdomi projektui reikalingi praktiniai jgtdziai ir bendrieji moksliniy tyrimy planavimo,
jgyvendinimo ir sklaidos sugebéjimai.

Movement and thermal ecology of the European pond turtle (Emys orbicularis) at
its northern range margin

The European pond turtle (Emys orbicularis) is the only native turtle in most of Central
and Northern Europe, where it is threatened by habitat loss and degradation, habitat
fragmentation, and invasive species. It is a long-lived species associated with shallow,
warm, vegetated freshwater habitats that are particularly sensitive to anthropogenic
pressures and climate-driven change. The PhD candidate will investigate how habitat
fragmentation influences movement, habitat selection, dispersal potential, and population
connectivity in adult and juvenile turtles.

We will combine radio-telemetry and GPS tracking with temperature biologgers and
environmental sensors to quantify fine-scale movement patterns, habitat use, and
thermoregulatory behaviour. In addition, remote sensing imagery, population genetics,
environmental DNA, and ecological modelling will be used to assess habitat availability
and fragmentation and their effects on dispersal and connectivity across the landscape.

The project combines intensive fieldwork with analysis of large ecological datasets. We
seek a motivated candidate with a strong interest in ecological field research and
quantitative approaches. Experience in behavioural ecology, biologging, herpetology,



population genetics, spatial modelling, or programming is an advantage but not required.
Structured mentorship and training will support the candidate’s development of practical
skills and transferable competencies in research design, implementation, and
dissemination.

Mokslinis vadovas / supervisor: Andrius PaSukonis



