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Subject annotation 

Emerged in the mid-20th century as a tool to analyze history “from above,” over several 

decades social history has not only received significant attention in the academic world but 

also demonstrated increasing methodological flexibility and interdisciplinarity. The course 

analyzes the various trends that have characterized social history, their methodological 

specificities, and their connections with other scientific disciplines. First, we detect the 

origins of social history  (especially – labor history, new social history, the history of the 

working class), the main protagonists of the field (E. P. Thompson, E. Hobsbawm, D. 

Montgomery, H. Gutman, the British Communist Party Historians’ group, etc.), their 

relationships with Marxism, and the peculiarities of British and American social history. In 

the second part of the course, we analyze the reaction to the first formulations of social 

history. We concentrate on the development of German social history, in particular on the so-

called Bielefeld School, the historians associated with it (H. U. Wehler, J. Kocka, R. 

Koselleck, etc.) and its particular methodological features (social history as holistic history, 

Begriffsgeschichte, etc.). In the third part of the course, we analyze the fragmentation of 

modern social history, we discuss the different areas related to social history (women-s 

history, history of education, history of medicine, history of children/childhood, family 

history, etc.). Throughout the course, particular attention is given to how social history has 

changed the understanding of the object of history in general and how it can help historians 

analyze the relationship between the state and society, their structures, and changes. 
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