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Subject annotation 

The early modern European communities inherited from the middle ages a close connection between an 

individual and the various–universal as well as local–communities, such as nations, estates of the feudal 

society, religious corporations, etc. Moreover, the dawn of the early modern period witnessed 

significant, and often contradictory, transformational trends inherent to European societies: from the 

consideration for the individual and personal liberty to social discipline. To a certain extent, these trends 

were visible in the peripheral Grand Duchy of Lithuania with its distinct social structure and local 

culture. 

Having taken into account the mental and social processes characteristic to early modern Europe, this 

subject’s aim is threefold: (1) to reveal how specifically these processes were realized in the Grand 

Duchy of Lithuania from the standpoint of their extent, character, and historical period; (2) to examine 

the relationship between the individual and the various communities in which the individual participated 

in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries (the nobles’ district, the peasants’ village or włość, a self-

governed city or one of its jurysdykas, a town, a guild, a parish, a convent, a monastic order); (3) to 

propose a more precise and a more substantial definition of the analysed communities (‘a community’, 

‘a group’, ‘a corporation’, etc.). 

The subject consists of consultations, lectures, and seminars. The several initial consultations and 

lectures are dedicated to the introduction to the subject and the arrangement of the paper’s topic which 

should be related to the subject of the doctoral dissertation as close as possible. During the seminars, the 

doctoral students will present their research papers. The doctoral student will receive the grade for the 

research paper. 
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