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Subject annotation 

 

The course is designed for PhD students in the humanities. The aim of the course is to examine 

the content of utopian thinking, its formation and manifestations in Western literature. 

 

The course consists of seven thematic units:  

 

▪ Utopian thinking: features, definitions, basic concepts, contemporary research 

perspectives; 

▪ Manifestations of utopian thinking in myths of different cultures and in Christian 

apocalypticism (the idea of chiliasm); 

▪ Religious utopias of the Middle Ages: the concept of the trinitarian history of Joachim 

of Fiore (c.1132-1202); 

▪ The emergence of utopia as a literary genre and its evolution: from Thomas More's 

Utopia (1516) to 21th century (J. Melnick's A Distant Space (Tolima erdvė, 2008), P. 

Lynch's The Prophet Song (2023); 

▪ Antiutopia and dystopia as phenomena of utopian thinking, the differences and 

similarities of both visions of the future; 

▪ The relation of the literary utopian narrative to the socio-historical context: socio-

criticism vs. fiction; the decline of "utopian energy" as a source of the emergence of 

anti-utopias; the reasons for the popularity of dystopian visions of the future in 21st 

century literature; 

▪ Themes and figures of dystopian visions of the future: climate change, artificial 

intelligence, aliens, etc. (F. Schätzing's Der Schwarm (2004), J. Zeh's Corpus Delicti 

(2009), D. Eggers' The Circle (2013); 

▪ Categories of space and time in the utopian narrative: the present as the goal of the 

utopian narrative, the concept of three intervals. 

 

Assessment method:  

(1) written paper (40 000–50 000 characters with space) 

(2) discussion on the basis of a written paper 
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